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UNARMED DEFENCE 


Articles by 


G. D. H. Cole 
Christopher Hollis 


and comments by 


Aldous Huxley 
Reg Moss, MP 
Basil Davidson 


ST. PANCRAS REFUSES 


a WE ought to press our Government to try by every means 


to enter into negotiation with other nations to give a 
pledge that these (nuclear) weapons will in no circumstances 
be used,” said the Bishop of Liverpool, Dr. Clifford Martin, 
addressing the Diocesan Conference at Liverpool, on June 13. 


“Tf, after sincere attempts to obtain such an agreement, we 


Dr. Martin. 


CIVIL DEFENCE 


Councillors risk prison 


when £7,000 


ROROUGH Councillors in St. Pan- 


cras who are refusing to 
administer the Civil Defence pro- 
gramme may go to prison this autumn, 
said John Lawrence, Leader of the 
Council, last week. 

Speaking at a packed meeting in St. Pan- 
cras Town Hall, he said the Council is 
expected to pay the Government £7,000 for 
directly administering the programme (in 
place of the usual £1,844). 

“TI presume that if we do not pay we 
shall go to Wormwood Scrubs or Pen- 
tonville, but we shall be glad to know 
there is behind us a big body of publ-c 
opinion backing us up in the bold stand 
we have made,” the Labour Leader of 
the Council declared, The audience 
applauded. 

Mr. Lawrence was introduced by the 
Mayor, Councillor T, J, Redman, JP, who 
declared after the showing of the Japanese 
film ‘“‘Shadow of Hiroshima,: ‘“ Having 
seen the film, can there be anybody here 
who doubts St, Pancras Council's wisdom 
and courage in doing all it can to stop the 
damnable H-bomb?” the St, Pancras 
Chronicle reported. 


NO PART IN DECEPTION 


Councillor Lawrence said, “ We maintain 
that our action does represent the feeling 
of the people of St. Pancras, We hold that 
expenditure of £7,000 a year on Civil 
Defence in the borough is a waste of time 
and money, especially in view of the fact 
that the White Paper on Defence 
states there is no protection against nuclear 
attack. 

“One Councillor on the other side (Con- 
servative) has stated that he is proud Great 
Britain has the bomb. But we on our side 
of the Chamber are horrified, 

“How can anybody in their right senses 
be glad that this country possesses the H- 


bill comes in 


bomb when people are dying today as a 
result of an A-bomb dropped on Hiroshima 
twelve years ago.” 

He said the spending of money on Civil 
Defence had “the effect of lulling the 
population into thinking there is a possi- 
bility of escaping in the event of war break- 
ing out. 

“We say this is a deception of the 
people and we want no part in it. We 
say to the Government, ‘We do not want 
an H-bomb, but a policy that will prevent 
war.’ H-bombs are a cause of proveca- 
tion between countries and I should like 
to see this country take the lead in saying 
that we do not want to have anything to 
do with the H-bomb.” 
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Imprisoned pacifist 


hunger strikes 
AFTER 12 days of hunger strike seeking 


his release from prison, Seymour Eichel, 
Brooklyn pacifist, was transferred on May 
21 from the Federal Detention Head- 
quarters New York City, to the Federal 
Correctional Institution, Danbury, Con- 
necticut, where he was forced-fed. 

His father and mother, Julius and Esther 
Eichel, also pacifists, have been carrying 
on a campaign for his release. Seymour 
was arrested and sentenced to a year-and- 
a-day imprisonment eight years after he 
had refused to register for military con- 
scription. 

Esther Eichel began picketing the White 
House for her son’s release on May 20 
and will continue daily, except for week- 
ends, until he is freed. She has received 
nation-wide newspaper, television and 
radio publicity. 

The War Resisters League had laid plans 
for action also, and interest was expressed 
by the US Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


are unsuccessful, { am convinced we should agree, at whatever 
cost to ourselves, not to use the hydrogen bomb,” continued 


—_ 


Moral leadership needed 


“The right thing is not necessarily the most expedient thing, but the 
right thing will prove the ultimate weapon when the full story is told.” 


Saying that what was needed today was 
moral leadership, Dr, Martin added: 
“Much has been written and said recently 
about testing hydrogen bombs, It seems 
to me the real issue is not whether these 
bombs ought to be tested, but whether they 
ought to be made. 

“JT am of the opinion that they should 
not be made at all, Out of this form of 
mass annihilation, should it occur, there 
can be no victorious nation.” 


jp 63e \| Round-up 

The following is a round-up by Peace 
News reporters of activities against the H- 
bomb taking place in Britain : 

The Birmingham Council for the Abo- 
lition of Nuclear Weapon Tests is having a 
women’s protest march on Saturday, June 
22. Assembly point will be the Cambridge 
Restaurant behind the Hall of Memory. 

A proposal that nuclear weapon tests by 
Britain be halted for a trial period whilst 
other nations are urged to follow suit, was 
unanimously endorsed by a meeting of the 
Hornchurch UNA Branch on June 13, This 
proposal will be made known at the 
national UNA Conference in Bournemouth, 
next month, 

The Leeds PPU Group’s petition against 
the H-bomb has now been signed by over 
1,000 people. The petition stresses the 
moral wrongness of the bomb and it is this 
objection to the bomb which wins the most 
signatures. 

In an hour interview with Sir Keith 
Joseph, MP (Leeds N.E.), the Leeds Group 
report: “ Although we failed to shake him 
in his faith in the H-bomb as a deterrent, 
we left him with much food for thought, 
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BACK THEM UP? 


BNTEREST in the Peace News articles on 

“Unarmed Defence” is growing week 
by week. Thanks to gifts from our readers 
we are able to publish two extra pages this 
week. Back up their action by seeing that 
Peace News is brought to the attention of 
those in your local Conservative and Labour 
Party likely to be interested in this week’s 
contributors. 

Send for extra copies for free distribution, 
2s. 6d. dozen, post free, from 3 Blackstock 


ANOTHER BISHOP 


_The ultimate weapon: doing 
what Is right 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 
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Vera Brittain, whose new book, “ Testa- 
ment of Experience,” is reviewed on 
page two, 
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Ii saw the bomb 


BALL OF FIRE 


“PVE had enough of the bloody 

bomb,” wrote a young rating aboard 
=» HiMS Messina, one of the ships in the 
* Christmas Island area, 

“It was like a great big ball of fire 
getting bigger every minute,” said the ® 
sailor in a letter to his mother. 

“We could sce water. being sucked & 
up into the cloud which formed a 
mushroom. It was still glowing three § 
minutes later when we heard the bang 
and felt the blast. 

“We all thought if that’s the bomb, 
we never want to see another war. We 
sailed towards the target island, but Il § 
can’t tell you much about it, except! 
that there were fires all over it and s 
dead birds lying all around.” s 
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Appeal against 
death sentences 


ne am cencerned about the death sent- 

ences which have becn passed on 
Michael Ressides and Nicos Sampson,” 
says Fenner Brockway MP in a letter to 
Mr. Alan Lennox Boyd, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 

The letter which is dated June 14, con- 
tinues “. . . they are charged with offences 
committed before EOKA suspendcd acts of 
violence. I greatly fear that if the death 
sentences are carried out it might mean 
that EOKA would revert to its previous 
methods. This would be disastrous and 


would make a settlement of the issue of 
Cyprus still more difficult. 

“T need not tell you how much I hope 
that action will not be taken which might 
lead to a renewal of violence and further 
loss of lives.” 


Tomorrow June 22, 2.30 p.m. assemble DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1 
March for peace with Donald Soper,Vera Brittain, Stuart Morris, Sybil Morrison 


Led by London Pipe Band 


r Leaflet distribution en route @ 


Go all the way or join where you can ! 


ROUTE: Woburn Place, Southampton Row, Bloomsbury Way, Oxford St., Charing X Rd., Trafalgar Square, Cockspur St., Lower Regent St., Oxford St., Marble Arch, Oxford St., 
Tottenham Court Road, Euston Road, Endsleigh St. 
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FROCG@kK TOhRENWS 


Any book in print speedily supplied or 
ask for our list 
available by post, and exchanged by 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, LONDON N.4 
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; “i renounce war and | will never ; 
support or sanction another” | 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 4 
the basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. 
j 

i 

j 


| Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
} DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.1 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 
Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m. Sunday, June 23, 1957 
Friends’ International Centre 
32 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1 
Discourse by—Frank Dawtry, OBE 


“Edward Carpenter ’’ 


PEACE NEWS HOLIDAY BUREAU 
will be pleased to help with your holiday 
enquiries. Selections of brochures from adver- 
tisers and suggestions offered without charge. 
Send a stamped addressed envelope to 


3 Blackstock Road, London N.4. 


ADOERESRSTARAT RTT TEAHR RATS RSERSTSAERERESSLURD! 
a S| 


Give all your friends a copy of 


Is Peace Possible ? 
PROFESSOR KATHLEEN 
LONSDALE 


** Penguin Special’? on Peace, Freedom 
and fustice. 
2s. 6d. (postage 3d) 
Quantities supplied ‘‘sale or return’ for 
groups and meetings 


HOUSMANS, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4 
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The Peace Pledge Union AGM having 
approved of the appointment of 


THREE PART-TIME 
REGIONAL ORGANISERS 


at a total cost of £600 p.a. to include 
salary and expenses, 

The Davelopment Committee invite 
APPLICATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PPU 
resident in any of the following areas : 
LONDON: SOUTH EAST: OXFORD & BUCKS: 
NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. 

The appointment would be for 12 months 
in the first instance. 

Further particulars from the General 
Secretary, Dick Sheppard House, 

6, Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.!, to 
whom written applications should be sent. 
PUTT TTL TT LAUT TEAL TMOG TT LORY RL Coan PPLLD Teo YS LAL 


KkaewK KK KKK 


GET YOUR COPY NOW— 


NAMB 
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222 Strand, Lendon, W.C.2. 
Subs: 6 months 16s. 12 months £1 12s. 
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A SHARED MEMORY 


Syitl Morrison reviews Vera Brittain’s sequel 
te * Testament of Youth °° 


“ Testament of Experience ”, by Vera Brittain, London, Victor Gollancz. 21s. 
N 1933 1 read a book called “* Testament of Youth”? for the first time (i have 
read it many times since); the writer was unknown to me, but its impact 
upon me was that of a shared memory, and I did something then that I had 
never done before; | wrote to the author endeavouring to express my deep 


appreciation of what she had written. 


I still have the letter, in her own hand- 
writing, that she wrote to me in reply; 
little did I know, or even imagine then, that 
some day I should have the privilege of 
working with Vera Brittain in the Peace 
Pledge Union, and of writing a review of 
the sequel to “Testament of Youth”, 


The superb, first-class journalistic 
ability to evoke the contemporary scene, 
which was one of the outstanding qualities 
of that book could scarcely be improved 
upen, and it is that same quality, en- 
hanced perhaps, but certainly the same, 
which makes “ Testament of Experience ” 
so worthy a sequel. 


This new “Testament ” begins where the 
first one left off—1925, Here, within the 
context of the writer’s own life and 
experience, are the almost forgotten days 
of the Baldwin Government, Ramsay Mac- 
donald’s Government, and the Abdication : 
then comes the rise of Hitler, the war years 
and the aftermath, vividly recalled by a 
quite extraordinary and unusual power to 
evoke, not only the scene, but the atmos- 
phere, not only a remembrance of facts, but 
a memory of one’s own reactions at the 
time. This is indeed a shared memory for 
readers of all ages. 


Conversion 


It must not be supposed that this is purely 
descriptive writing ; it is something much 
more dynamic than that, though there is 
throughout, a rhythm and a music in the 
writing, a felicitous phrasing, and a com- 
pelling poetic quality, that belongs essen- 
tially to the highest standard of prose 
writing. 

It is, in a sense, an eye-witness’s story 
of a period in history more crucial, more 
revolutionary than any the world has 
known ; and that extraordinary extra quality 
of awareness in the writer, which makes 
possible, not only exceedingly penetrating 
comments, but almost prophetic interpreta- 
tions, is an added excitement and enthral- 
ment for the reader, 


Of special interest to pacifists is the 
story of her “conversion” from a sup- 
porter of “collective security” to the 
acceptance of complete pacifism ; her first 
mecting with Dick Sheppard and George 
Lansbury ; her subsequent acceptance of 
sponsorship of the Peace Pledge Union, 
and the consequent trials and _ sacrifices, 
in which the suspicion of all peace move- 
ments at that time involved its members. 
For a popular writer of one of the most 
sensational best-sellers, this was a martyr- 
dom that needed high courage and deep 
conviction. 


The first part of the book, beginning with 
the author's marriage, tells also of the 
phenomenal success of “Testament of 
Youth”, that first essay in a new kind of 
autobiography, and of the inevitable conflict 
for a woman between professional work and 
marriage and motherhood. ‘“ Why,” she 
asks herself at one point, “ was a profes- 
sional job regarded as meritorious when 
performed by a man, so often made by cir- 
cumstances to appear selfish and callous 
when done by a woman.” 


Human experience 


These difliculties, her experience as a 
young wife in America, as a mother, and 
a professional woman; her friendships and 
her relationship with a husband who 
genuinely desired that she should fulfil her- 
self in the medium to which she was dedi- 
cated before marriage, are, to me, particu- 
larly moving. 

And yet here is an experience which is 
not, and never can be, a shared memory 
for me, It is a measure of the writer's 


quality that she can make these personal 
recollections of sorrows and _ perplexities, 
of simple joys and anguished sadness, part 
of the whole human experience. There is 
a rich understanding of human relationships 
and human fallibility that clutches at the 
heart as much, and perhaps more, than 
the vivid evocation of the shared events of 
the war. 


The decision to evacuate to the USA in 
1940 her two children, John and Shirley, 
aged then thirteen and ten, will be a memory 
shared by many parents; the irrevocable 
loss of those years of separation is movingly 
summed up in retrospect: “The small, 
gallant figures which disappeared behind the 
flapping tarpaulin of the grey painted 
Duchess of Atholl have never grown up in 
my mind, for the children who returned 
and eventually took their places were not 
the same.” 


Challenge 


The continuous tension of the war in all 
its different phases, from the “ phoney war ” 
to “obliteration bombing”, is built on a 
structure of facts which might all too easily 
have been forgotten. The newspaper 
leaders, and the speeches of statesmen, sud- 
denly spring blackly into one’s memory, 


The atom bomb and the H-bomb “lay 
in the logic of history” when once 
Churchill had, on June 2, 1942, announced : 
“ As the year advances, German cities, har- 
bours and centres of war production will 
be subjected to an ordeal the like of which 
has never been experienced by any country 
in continuity, severity or magnitude.” 


This brutal boasting is now pinned down 
for all time, along with “ Bomber Harris's” 
broadcast to Germany a month later : “ We 
are bombing Germany, city by city, and 
ever more terribly in order to make it im- 
possible for you to go on with the war... 
Obviously we prefer to hit factories, ship- 
yards and railways. But the people who 
work in these plants live close to them. 
Therefore we hit your houses and you.” 


The aftermath of this dreadful policy 
has not brought peace to the world and 
Vera Brittain’s persistent determination to 
serve the ends of peace, as well as her 
rational and mora! arguments against 
war, cannot but be an inspiration to paci- 
fists and a challenge to the many non- 
pacifists who will undoubtedly read this 
book. 


Persistent faith 


A visit to India in 1949 and a homecom- 
ing of particular poignance brings this 
remarkable history of an era to its con- 
clusion. 


I could fill my space with quotations, and 
perhaps I ought to have done so, since they 
speak far better of the quality of this great 
human document than anything [, or any- 
one else, could possibly write. 


The discovery that her name was on a 
list, known as the Gestapo list, of those 
considered to be Nazism’s arch-enemies, 
calls forth this penetrating comment, 
which all pacifists should commit to 
memory: “, . . showed how clearly the 
Gestapo realised that the advocates of 
non-violent resistance were at least as 
dangerous to their authority as the belig- 
erent politicians who fought Facism by 
its own methods” 


Perhaps some day our own Government 
will realise this too, and if it ever does, it 
will be largely due to the persistent faith 
and courage of such people as Vera Brittain. 

When Winifred Holtbv read ‘“ Testament 
of Youth” before publication, she wrote 
to the author saying : “It is a book of flesh 


and blood and intellect. No one else can 
do just the same.” 

Had she lived to read its sequel she could 
have found no better words—-and neither 


can I. 


QUOTATIONS 


(From Vera Brittain’s new book, 


published on Monday) 


. although a man does not automat- 
ically become a better citizen because 
he has secn a vision of the truth, he 
must inevitably become a worse citizen 
if he fails to follow that vision where it 
leads. 


* * * 


It was not surprising that the rulers and 
most of the people in Britain—for three 
centuries an aggressive country which 
had lived by conquest and domination— 
could not receive Dick Sheppard’s mes- 
sage .. . But it seemed that a beginning 
could indeed be made, as it had been 
made in Galilee; not by Saints, but by 
ordinary men and women, the twentieth 
century equivalents of fishermen and 
tax-gathers, publicans and sinners . . , 


x * * 


The fallible Apostles could never have 
hoped to convert the great Roman 
Empire to Christ’s doctrines “in 
measurable time”. But surcly few would 
not say that the early Christian Church 
should have abandoned its task as too 
difficult, even though neither the lands 
once ruled by Rome, nor the rest of 
humanity were converted even yet. 


SSCC UEP ENe Re ROR BERBER RSE OSES REEL CHER eB ELE 


Published yesterday 


WHAT DOES 
THE 
WEST WANT? 


By George Catlin 


(Phoenix House Ltd.) 


A Study of Political Goals and the 
Conflict of Contemporary Ideas 


War waged by hydrogen 
boinbs means the end of 
civilisation. What matters 


et 


o-day, says Professor Catlin in 


his latest book, is to win the 


struggle for the minds of men. 


10s. 6d. postage 9d. 


From all bookshops or from 
HOUSMANS 


3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 
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UNESCO and the 
teaching of history 


AT a meeting of the Peace Pledge Union 

~* Education Commission in London on 
June 1, Mr, W. E. Payne, senior history 
master at Wandsworth School and Joint- 
Secretary of a UNESCO Text-Books Sub- 
Committee, gave a talk to show what 
UNESCO is doing towards the improve- 
ment of international relations by an en- 
lightened teaching of history, 


Work is being pursued, he said, in three 
directions : the revision of text-books, the 
re-orientation of history teaching and the 
specific amelioration of West Asian rela- 
tionships. 


Despite lack of funds, conferences have 
been organised on_ text-books and 
methods of teaching, and discussions have 
been promoted between teachers of dif- 
ferent nationalities, the results being made 
available in a series of booklets and pam- 
phlets. 

Jt is important to note that UNESCO holds 
the teacher to be the decisive factor in 
the progress of this work—even bad text- 
books in the hands of an enlightened 
teacher may make a good history lesson 
—and so we see the problems of peace- 
making once again reduced to human 
terms and individual effort. 


Briefly 


A proposal for creating an international 
institute of peace research in Oslo met 
with general approval of 1,500 persons 
attending a meeting there recently. 

New York City Students at the City College 
of New York recently sponsored a ‘“‘ Hyde 
Park Day” as a feature of the college's 
Academic Freedom Weeks. Open - air 
speakers included Bayard Rustin of the 
War Resisters’ League, and spokesmen for 
the Communist Party, Socialist Youth 
League, Socialist Labour Party and the 
Socialist Workers Party, 


COMING OUR WAY? 


y MORROW the West- 
| babes of London will 
resound to the skirl of the 
pipes as the Peace Pledge 
Union's demonstration 
marches from Dick Shep- 
pard House down Southamp- 
ton Row, New Oxford 
Street, Charing Cross Road 
to Trafalgar Square and 
then on to Lower Regent Street and Oxford 
Street to Marble Arch, returning to Dick 
Sheppard House by way of Oxford Street 
and Tottenham Court Road, 


During that time thousands will have at 
least a passing reminder that there is an 
alternative to the present policy of relying 
on the H-bomb as a deterrent. Many, we 
hope, will also take and read one of the 
leaflets which will be distributed, and so 
come to learn a little more about pacifism. 

Do you know of any better way of making 
a public witness to our faith ? Do you know 
a better way of spending a Saturday after- 
noon? tf not, will you join the National 
Chairman of the PPU and Vera Brittain and 
Donald Soper and all the others and come 
at least some of the way with us? You will 
find that the London Pipe Band is a great 
help to the marchers as well! as attracting 
the attention of those along the route. 

This is one of the occasions when numbers 
do make a difference and we must have a 
really good turn out, Members of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation and the Friends’ 
Peace Committee are helping and we need 
your help too. Yes—YOUR help, please, in 
two ways. There will be a vacant place in 
the march if you are not there to fill it. 
There will be a financial loss if you don’t 
help to meet it. We have to pay for the 
band, posters and leaflets, and we are not 
taking a collection. So please help by coming 
and giving. If you cannot join us you can at 
least send a donation to help, and ! am sure 
you will, 


STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 

Our aim for the year: £1,150. 

Amount received to date: £267, 

Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked “ Headquarters 
Fund,” to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Shep- 
pard House, Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 
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WORLD POVERTY PROBLEM NEGLECTED 


Backward areas sacrificed to Power Blocs 


HEARS of nuclear war and the pressure of poverty, hunger and disease in 
economically backward countries are now internationally regarded as basic 
problems which must be solved by our generation. 
How have the Western Powers responded to these crying human needs ? 
Disarmament and economic assistance to under-developed countries are closely 


connected problems. Yet few people seem 
and fantastic waste of economic resources 
for useless military purposes. 


The Western Powers have been spending 
about one-cighth of their gross national 
product for “ defence” in the past six years. 


In the USA, about £17,000,000,000 were 
spent annually on military objectives; in 
Britain, about £1,500,000,000; in France, 
£1,300,000,000. 


This means that the three Western 
Powers have wasted annually nearly the 
same amount on military expenditure as 
the total national income of about 
1,400,000,000 people living in Asia, 
After the end of the Korean War, and at 

the time of the Indo-China agreement at 
Geneva, the USSR appeared to switch 
economic resources to peaceful assistance 
to under-developed countries, mainly in 
Asia. 

But, doubtless in consequence of the 
Western policy of military pacts (Seato, 
Bagdad), large-scale deliveries of arms from 
Russia were made to Egypt, Syria, etc., last 
year. 


Competition, not charity 


This kind of “competitive co-existence ” 
with the West compelled Russia to cut down 
economic supplies to China and Eastern 
European countries. 

The clashes in Eyypt and Hungary have 
temporarily weakened Russia's economy, 
which is at present in a state of re-organisa- 
tion. 

The innocent victims of this competition 
in military “assistance” have been the 
under-developed countries. 

As is -well known, but too often for- 
gotten, the Suez crisis was precipitated by 
America’s refusal to Nasser of the expected 
assistance for the building of the Aswan 
dam-—a project essential to the solution of 
the irrigation problem so vital to Egypt's 
economic development, 

This was no mere accident. Previously 
the two power blocs were clearly trying to 
out-do one another in promising economic 
aid, 

Mr. Dulles said recently that he wanted 
to “test”? Russia's capacity to carry out 
economic assistance—a revealing remark, 
which virtually admits that the poverty- 
stricken Egyptian fellahin were only pawns 
in the game. 


Bribes, not gifts 


No doubt America has scored a tem- 
porary advantage over Russia in conse- 
quence of the events in Hungary and the 
economic penetration in the Near East—or 
in plain language, bribery of Arab kings. 

But the present attitude toward the needs 
of the backward areas will inevitably lead 
to new conflicts. 

For instead of considering economic 
assistance to under-developed countries as 

a means of alleviating human suffering, 

the power blocs regard it merely as part 

of their political struggle. 

The poverty, hunger, disease and illiteracy 
of the backward millions would seem to be 
a matter of secondary importance to them. 


UN recommendations 
disregarded 


The UN General Assembly authorised 
the appointment of a group of experts to 
recommend measures for assistance to 
under-developed countries. The Report was 
published in May, 1951 (UN Publications, 
1951, No, 11.B.2), 

This Report was put aside and no 
action has been taken, 

The Report stated :— 

“We urge most strongly that some 
mechanism be created for transferring 
from the developed to the under- 
developed countries, by way of grants-in- 
aid, a sum of money reaching a level of 
about $3,000,000,000 a year. This would 
be equivalent to rather less than 1 per 
cent of the national incomes of Western 


to be sufficiently aware of the irresponsible 


By Francis Rona 
MSc. (Econ) 


Europe, USA, Canada and Australia. We 

recommend that the UN should establish 

an international development authority 
with the power to make grants to Govern- 
ments of under-developed countries.” 

(pp. 84-85). 

Various UN Economic Reports have re- 
peatedly exposed the glaring inequalities in 
incomes between the “Haves” and the 
“ Have-nots.” 

Last year’s “Survey” (No, 1956 11.C.1) 
complained of the ‘low levels of incomes 
which restrict consumer demand” and the 
“lack of capital formation in under- 
developed countries.” 

One can almost discern a note of irony 
in its cautious criticism: “It may be ques- 
tioned whether the scope and scale of pre- 
sent programmes represent the world’s 
optimum contribution towards the accepted 
objectives ” (p. 13). 

They certainly do not. The table below 
shows in what direction the thousands of 
millions of dollars (supplied by US tax- 
payers) were allocated by the US Govern- 
ment. 


Britain’s shocking parsimony 


Britain's contribution to the development 
of her Colonies must shock anyone who 
learns the facts (see Pamphlet of Central 
Office of Information, “ U.K, Development 


ASSISTANCE ?—-WHERE THE USA MONEY GOES 


In $ million Military 
(£1 = $2.80) Supplies 
WESTERN EUROPE ... ei 1,606 
NEAR EAST _... on a 289 
ASIA and PACIFIC 
(mainly S. Korea ae oi 589 
S. Vietnam and Taiwan) 
SOUTH AMERICA and 
UNSPECIFIED 63 
TOTAL 2,556 


SOURCE : Survey of Current Business, Oct. 1956, p. 19 (US Printing Off., Wash.). 
NOTE: In ten post-war years, July 1945-July 1954 the USA allocated $34,666 m. 
non-military aid, including Western Europe, $25,089 m. and East Asia $6,090 m. 
(mainly Chiang Kai-shek, Japan, S. Korea). In addition, military supplies amounted 


to $12,181.M 


In 1951 non-military grants (about $3,300 m.) were three times higher than 


military supplies. 


But in 1953 military grants (over $4,000 m.) were already twice as high as 
other items. In 1957 non-military grants—“ on cconomic grounds ”—were cut 


down to about $1,500 m. 


Acts,’ London, August, 1951), 

In 10 years (April 1946-March 1955) 
Britain gave £147,681,000 io all territories, 
inhabited by over 70 million people. 

Of this £14 million were spent on water 
supplies, £27 million on roads, etc., £18.5 
million for medical services (ie. 5s. per 
head in 10 years), 

For economic development £32 million 
were allocated. Seeing that raw material 
exports from Colonies cover a large part of 
Britain’s dollar deficit on external trade, it 
might be thought that, on those grounds 
alone, Colonial peoples merit a more 
generous share of economic assistance, 


Has Labour a policy ? 


Clearly, the present system of “ competi- 
tive co-existence’ based on continued 
H-bomb tests and manoeuvres to de- 
neutralise uncommitted countries by “aids” 
with strings, has failed. 

If the next Labour Government is to 
solve the problem of Colonial development, 
a definite policy, including the establishment 
of a World Development Authority, should 
be worked out as soon as possible, 

Mr. Harold Wilson did some preparatory 
work in “War on World Poverty” 
(Gollancz, 1953) which should be adjusted 
to present needs of peaceful co-existence. 

If the Labour Party would take the 
initiative by calling a World Conference 
to establish CO-OPERATIVE CO-EXIST- 
ENCE, it would meet with a tremendous 
welcome in all Continents, 

It is to be hoped that the matter will be 
raised at the International Socialist Confer- 
ence in Vienna early in July, where Labour 
and Pacifist MP's will have an opportunity 
to investigate the chances of a constructive 
policy. 


1955 1956 

Other Military Other 

Items Supplies Items 
919 1,857 447 
389 386 381 
730 740 1,013 
179 61 166 

2,217 3,044 2,007 


SALISBURY MARKET STALL 


Organised by the Salisbury Group of the National Council for the Abolition of 
Nuclear Weapon Tests, this stall was kept busy all day recently. A housewife 
pauses outside Salisbury’s Guildhall to add her name to the rational petition to 


abolish the tests 


Photo UNDERWOOD, Amesbury 
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Off balanee 


TPYHE proposals of the U.S. and Soviet 

delegates to the Disarmament Confer- 
ence have come so nearly into line that 
when Mr. Zorin of the U.S.S.R. suggested 
a stand-still for nuclear tests of two to 
three years he was said to have caught the 
USA off balance, because Mr. Stassen had 
been authorised to propose a stand-still of 
ten months with an option to renew. 


In the latter case, ten months was 
thought to be the longest time for which 
it was possible to retain atomic scientists 
on the payroll with no certainty about 
their future, but in both cases the purpose 
of the stand-still seems to be to provide an 
opportunity for examining whether a perm- 
anent banning of tests could be effected 
and would lead to a banning of nuclear 
weapons themselves. 

The Sovict proposals include the setting 
up of an_ international supervisory com- 
mission and appropriate control posts. The 
British and American delegates support the 
French delegate in the contention that the 
plan should also include an agreement to 
cease production of fissionable material for 
military purposes, 

The French delegate also stated that 
neither France nor any other power would 
be bound by an agreement between the 
three existing nuclear powers, and sug- 
gested that France wonld not be prepared 
to be excluded for all time from producing 
nuclear weapons for itself, in the absence 
of any general agreement. 

There still remains, therefore, some doubt 
as to whether the optimists who were ex- 
pecting some agreement will be justified, 
or whether Mr. Stassen has been repri- 
manded in Washington for causing what 
Mr. Dulles has called “procedural com- 
plications”, and other “ squabbling ” 
among the Western Delegates! 

These would seem to involve the neces- 
sity of ensuring that the Western members 
are themselves agreed before any suggestion 
is put to the Soviet Union, and as safe- 
guarding the undertaking given to Dr. 
Adenauer that any general agreement abont 
disarmament must be preceded by agree- 
ment on German reunification. 

The most, therefore, that can be expected 
before the committee adjourns again on 
Aug. 1 is a possible agreement on a short 
stand-still in atomic tests, and it should be 
remembered that the French delegate, M. 
Moch, has stated that an agreement to ban 
the tests would in no way lessen the tension 
in the atomic arms race. 


it would therefore be unrealistic to ex- 
pect that the major powers are going to 
reach any effective agreement in the meas- 
urable future, and pacifists will do well to 
continue to press that Britain should show 
the way to an effective renunciation of war 
by taking the lead in total disarmament 
without waiting for agrcement. 


Out of date 


THE fact that the Prime Minister did not 

reply until June 14 to Marshal Bulga- 
nin’s letter of April 20 means that the 
reply is already out of date, even in- its 
criticism of the USSR for lack of positive 
suggestions, 

In the intervening period in addition to 
the Soviet proposal of a stand-still in 
nuclear tests, Mr. Khrushchov has made the 
definite suggestion of testing the reality of 
Western desire for peace by inviting their 
acceptance of an agreement under which 
Russian troops would be removed from the 
Central European countries if Western 
troops were removed from Germany. 

That would be the most effective way of 
bringing about the reunification of Ger- 
many and securing a substantial reduction 
of armaments, starting with the agreement 
of reunited Germany to remain neutral and 
unarmed. 

Practically nothing is said by Mr. Mac- 
millan on this score. 

It would have been more helpful if in- 
stead of delaying two months to send a 
2,500 word reply, the Prime Minister had 
immediately taken up the suggestion of Mr. 


Khrushchov as a basis for further discus- , 


sion. If the reunification of Germany is to 
be bound up with any effective agreement 
on disarmament, there seems no better way 
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man neutrality and disarmament, as Peace 
News has always insisted. 


It is significant that both the leaders of 
the Social Democrats in West Germany 
and of the Labour Party in Britain now 
recognise this, 


Telephone tapping 


MPPHERE has probably never been a gov- 
ernment that has not spied upon the 
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order to get useful political information. 
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There is nearly always a “cabinet noir ” 
~-to give it the name applied to this part- 
icular department of espionage in France 
when Richelieu was finding more work than 
usual for it under Louis XIV. 


Three years ago Senator MacCarthy, of 
all people, was complaining that his mail 
was being reported upon for political pur- 
poses, although the allegation implied in 
his complaint was not that the inside of his 


communications between its citizens in correspondence was being examined but 
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CYPRUS & ATROCITY PROPAGANDA 


HE TIMES headed its account of the White Paper on charges of 

bratalities committed by British forces in Cyprus “ Cyprus Charges 

Refuted.” The most the White Paper does is to deny the charges. They 
have certainly not been refuted. 

_The only way to refute them, if it is possible, is to have them aired before 
an impartial tribunal. The investigating body under Sir John Harding's contro! 
was not impartial. 

Much of the testimony submitted to the British Government and military 
enquiries on which the White Paper is based cannot be published : 

“To make public the evidence would endanger the lives of those who 
have given it. Furthermore, to publish evidence given in confidence would 
discourage others, who, under conditions of secrecy, are prepared to tell the 
truth.” 

It is impossible to argue about the necessity of secrecy, but this makes it 
more essential that the enquiry should be conducted by a detached and impartial 
body—not one appointed by the very people whose regime is charged with 
brutalities. Only an impartial enquiry can have any impact on world opinion. 


* * 


[F the Nuremburg proceedings really initiated a new regime of justice 

on war crimes, a disinterested World Court would today he investi- 
gating the charges against the British in Cyprus and the French in 
Algeria—and also the charges by the British and French against the 
peoples with whom they are at war. 

No Government, so far as we know, has ever admitted it has tortured its 
enemies or rebellious subject peoples. If and when the Algerian enquiry promised 
by the Mollet Government is ever published, it will also say that no serious 
abuses have been proven—despite much testimony to the contrary from highly 
reputable people. The French Government’s assurances will need to be much 
less perfunctory than those of Sir John Harding’s Government in Cyprus. 


The Human Rights Committee of the Nicosia Bar Association, in support 
of the demand for a genuinely independent enquiry, has issued a sober point-by- 
point examination of the White Paper. We hope this demand will be pressed 
in Parliament. 

In an introduction to the White Paper, Sir John Harding claims that “ the 
allegations form part of a deliberate and organised conspiracy” and that in 
spreading the charges Grivas has been able “to rely on the support of the Greek 
and Cypriot Press and the official publicity organ of the Greek Government.” 


* * 


E have no doubt that EOKA has used atrocity stories to further 


its ends. Every Government at war uses such stories as munitions. 
If there are no true atrocity stories—there generally are some—or if 
there are not enough, they are made up. 

The British Government in Cyprus uses such stories against its EOKA 
enemy, as the French Government in Algeria uses them against the Algerian 
nationalists, There is always two-way traflic in atrocity stories, 

Sir John Harding claims such charges have been made Only to smear the 
forces he controls. But it must be remembered that under the emergency 
ordinances no case against the police or military can be taken to the courts 
without the permission of the Government. Because of this and the lack of 
confidence of Cypriots in British-controlled courts, few such cases have been heard, 

The White Paper says that in only nine cases have there been private prose- 
cutions against individual police or military officers for assault, It should be 
asked in Parliament how many such cases have never been permitted to come 
before the courts. 

The most important fact in these cases is that they generally involve people 
who are challenging the right of a foreign government in Cyprus to exist at all, 

Although occasionally someone like Mr. Justice Bernard Shaw can put 
judicial decision above the claims of war, it is still true that a magistrate appointed 
by a foreign government cannot be regarded as a disinterested party. 


A judge known to be an enemy of the accused would not sit in a case heard 
in Britain, but every judge in Cyprus or Algeria in any political case comes under 
this category. 


that reports were being made on what could 
be learned from an examination of the 
envelopes—postmarks, times of posting, 
handwriting, etc. No doubt MacCarthy’s 
enquiries got some assistance from similar 
methods; in his case, of course, the out- 
rageous circumstance was that they were 
being applied to a Senator. 


From time to time the functionaries of 
“left” organisations have found reason to 
suspect that their correspondence was being 
tampered with, and every now and again a 
question is raised in Parliament on the 
subject. 


Tapping telephones is merely an exten- 
sion of the same practice, and it is not 
denied that it takes place. What was part- 
icularly startling about the latest example 
was that the report on the conversation 
was supplicd to a non-Governmental body, 
the Bar Council, which has taken action 
upon it. 


The Bar Council seems to have acted 
with less discretion than the police would 
have done, for, whatever they might have 
learned from the telephone tapping the 
police would know that they must not rest 
a case on it. 


Strangely enough, members of the Bar 
would have objected to the police utilising 
a report of this kind in the way their own 
Council has done. It is a good thing there 
has been an outcry, and we do not think 
that a Home Secretary will seek to justify 
a similar course in the future. 


There is this consoling factor concerning 
the telephones in contrast with the mails, 
that it is a service that is much more 
vulncrable under pressure if public dis- 
quiet is aroused. 


It only needs a body for the protection 
of civil liberties to call for a public aband- 
onment of resort to the telephone, in the 
style of the Montgomery bus boycott, and a 
few score thousands requests to the Post 
Office for the removal of its installations, 
and there would rapidly follow heart to 
heart talks between the Post Office Admin- 
istration and the department for which it 
was working the listening posts. 


--oo 
An echo from prison 


S TRANGEWAYS, the grim Manchester 

prison known to many conscientious 
objectors, will 
be the setting 
& for another 
te BBC document- 
3 ary, this time 
# ON sound, not 
4% TV, but using 
Mai some of the re- 
A cordings made 
Hea for the recent 
TV programme 
as well as ad- 
ditional mater- 
ia ial. 

The Home Service programme on June 
26, at 7.30 p.m. will bring the undiluted 
comments of prisoners about their own 
past, their impressions of close confinement 
and their attitude towards society. 


It appears that the producer, Denis 
Mitchell, has developed a new and intimate 
technique of interviewing pcople with a 
miniature tape recorder and editing the 
resulting material in such a way that only 
the persons themselves are heard talking, 
interruptions by the interviewer being 
eliminated, 


“Candle in the Heavens” 


e) AMES KIRKUP, whose “ The Descent 

into the Cave” and other poems has just 
been published by the Oxford University 
Press, is the author of a new play being 
presented at a Festival of the Arts in Hull 
from June 20 to 29. 


The play, “ Candle in the Heavens,” was 
commissioned by the Archbishop of York 
and will be performed at St. Mary Lowgate 
on Friday June 21, Tuesday June 25 and 
Friday and Saturday, June 28 and 29, all at 
8 p.m. 


The players, = The Company of the Way,” 
will also be giving performances at Wydale 
Hall (Brompton), on June 22 at 4 p-m.; St. 
Mary’s Beverley, July 5 at 8 p.m. and St. 
Hilda’s, Whitby on July 6 at 4 pm. and 
7.30 p.m. 
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H-BOMB PROTEST CAMPAIGN  o srcssccon 


and a copy of Peace News to read, and he 
had to admit that the pacifist case was 
morally impregnable.” I¢ is hoped that 
interviews will shortly be granted with the 
other Leeds MPs. 

For the second time in five weeks about 
40 Manchester pacifists paraded through 
the city centre with posters, printed on 
fluorescent, coloured paper, which read 
“ Stop H-bomb Tests.” 


Two thousand leaflets were distributed and 
five dozen Peace News were sold. 

Five out of seven speakers were pacifists 
with questions about the H-bomb in “ Under 
Fire,” a programme of Granada ITV in 
which a Manchester audience questions 
experts sitting in London. 

In Crawley, the Women’s Co-operative 
Guild presented the framed petition of a 
Japanese mother to the Bishop of 
Chichester, who took the chair at their 
meeting, “as a symbol of the need for 
action.” 


“We must abolish the hydrogen bomb. 
Our Government must be stopped in its 
rush to atomic suicide,” declare the Com- 
mittee of Victory For Socialism, An open- 
air demonstration in Trafalgar Square will 
be held on Sunday, July 7, “H-bomb day,” 
say the Committee on which sit nine Labour 
MPs—Frank Allaun, Fenner Brockway, 
Bob Edwards, Anthony Greenwood, Fred 
Messer, Stephen Swingler, William Warbey, 
Victor Yates and Konni Zilliacus, 


Moral lead urged 


To call for the banning of H-bomb tests, 
Mrs, Joyce Butler, MP, arranged and spoke 
at a meeting at Friends House, Tottenham. 
The film “Shadow of Hiroshima” was 
shown. Supporting the meeting were the 
Wood Green and Lower Tottenham Labour 
Party; Friends House, Tottenham, War on 
Want; Federal Union (local branches) and 
the Tottenham and Edmonton PPU Group. 

A protest march against H-tests took 
place in Cardiff recently with 70 partici- 
pants, Another is planned. 

An H-bomb protest meeting in Colchester 
(Essex) was addressed by the prospective 
Liberal candidate, a Labour Party spokes- 
man, local Councillor, Quaker, and two 


clergymen. A meeting on the effects of 
radiation is planned. 
A mass lobbying of MPs is_ being 


planned for Tuesday, June 25, from 2.30 
onwards, by the Women of Watford Cam- 
paign to Stop H-bomb Tests, who have 
maintained their vigil at the House of Com- 
mons. 

When Frank Allaun, MP, asked in the 
Commons for tests to be “made by the 
Medical Research Council of the degree 
and rate of fall-out of Strontium 90 in 
Lancashire,” Mr. Sandys stated that the 
choice of sites for medical research was a 
matter for expert decision and that the 
results of such research would be published. 

The Co-operative Congress, meeting at 
Brighton recently and representing 
12,000,000 members, unanimously carried 
an emergency resolution appealing for the 
ending of all nuclear tests by all nations. 

Five hundred delegates of the annual 
conference of the Christian Endeavour 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland, meet- 
ing at Manchester recently, unanimously 
called on the Government to “ give a moral 
lead” by stopping further nuclear weapons 
tests and to seek an international agree- 
ment “for the abolition of all forms of 
nuclear warfare.” 


Cancer danger: 


The Bishop of Manchester’s recent state- 
ment on H-bombs followed an approach to 
him by: the Manchester United Peace 
Fellowship on the issue, 

The Glasgow H-bomb Committee is dis- 
tributing Schweitzer’s H-test appeal. 

In Hounslow, Middlesex, a poster parade 
against H-tests was held recently. The film 
“Shadow of Hiroshima’? was shown at a 
public meeting addressed by London 
University physicist, Dr. E. H. Burhop, who 
warned against cancer danger of tests. Prof. 
William Sewell, G, A. Pargiter, MP, the 
Rev. K. G. King, and prospective Labour 
‘candidate, Thomas Ponsonby, also spoke. 
A resolution against tests was sent to the 
Prime. Minister and to US, Soviet, and 
Japanese Embassies, and UN Disarmament 
Committee. 


In Sheffield, signatures against H-tests 
have been collected at a stall in the market. 


The Southampton Council for the Abo- 
lition of Nuclear Weapon Tests, formed 
recently, has wired the Prime Minister urg- 
ing suspension of planned British tests. 
Herbert Collins is Chairman. 


Stuart Morris, in an unpublished letter 
to the Manchester Guardian, recently 
declared, speaking of possible destruction 
by nuclear weapons and of possible Com- 
munist subjection, that it is essential, 
if we are to be in the position of balancing 
risks, for the fullest possible enquiry to be 
made into the only real alternative to a 
continued reliance on violence—non-violent 
resistance. 


Professor I, T, Rosenquist, of Norway, 
recently stated that “ the questions dealt with 
in the appeal of Dr, Schweitzer have been 
discussed for some time by Norwegian 
scientists in biology, medicine, 
chemistry, geophysics and physics. Many 
of them realised at an early stage the 
seriousness of the present situation, and 
today the majority of our research workers 
in (these) . . . fields have already expressed 
their support for the basic ideas contained 
in Schweitzer’s appeal.” 

V. K. Krishna Menon, India’s Defence 
Minister, criticised the US recently in the 
UN Trusteeship Council for using the 
Marshall Islands (a US administered UN 
Trust Territory), He said: “ These islands, 
be they inhabited by Micronesians or 
Americans or anybody else, are homelands 
of the people who are there, and to regard 
them as proving grounds is contrary to the 
conception of sacred trust.” 

“The Effects of the Atomic Bombs at 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki,” is the name of 
the report of the British Mission to Japan 
in 1945, First published in 1946 and re- 
printed in 1952, it is obtainable from HM 
Stationery Office: (1s, 9d.), The document 


is easy to understand and was produced by 
a special committee of scientists, and Army, 
Navy and Air Force officers, The report 
relates the damage done by the A-bombs 
dropped on the two Japanese cities to pos- 
sible damage to British built-up areas, It 
further deals with the effects of radiation 
and genetic damage. 


Fiji protests 


In Fiji where apathy, fear of officialdom 
and respect for superiors has produced 
silence concerning the British nuclear tests 
close to Christmas Island, Rev. Ram- 
sey R. Deoki, BA, LTh, Superintendent of 
the Methodist Church in Fiji, wrote a pro- 
test letter to the Fiji Times. He declared: 
“The time has come , . . for the people 
to express their mind, We certainly do not 
want nuclear tests in this area.” He urged 
the Governor and Members of the Legisla- 
tive Council to take steps to ban nuclear 
tests in the Pacific, which were “ absolutely 
contrary ” to Christian teachings, 

Mr. Deoki is the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national representative in Fiji, 


Senator condemns H-bomb 


Senator Wayne Morse (Democrat, Oregon) 
stated on the floor of the Senate on May 
23: “J cannot bring myself to give con- 
tinued support, in the name of defence, to 
a hydrogen bomb policy which I have be- 
come satisfied is not only endangering the 
lives of millions of innocent people, but 
may very well mar the lives of future 
generations.” 

Senator Morse requested that a radio 
speech he made over Oregon radio stations 
urging cessation of nuclear tests be printed 
in the Congressional Record together with 
a letter by Martin R. Haase, a Peace News 
reader, and the complete text of Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer’s appeal for an end of nuclear 
tests. 


Fenner Brockway, MP 


June 21, 1957—PEACE NEWS—S 


US urged to 
stop tests 


The following letter was sent on May 
21 to John Hay Whitney, the US Ambas- 
sador in London, by Arthur Goss, Chair- 
man of the National Council for the 
Abolition of Nuclear Weapon Tests. 


MPHE National Council for the Abolition 

of Nuclear Weapon Tests notes with 
regret that the Government of the United 
States of America is to carry out more 
nuclear weapon tests. 


This Council was formed to express the 
widespread public concern in this country 
over the biological dangers for people all 
over the world resulting from nuclear tests. 
It has been working to bring pressure on 
the British Government to cancel, or at 
least postpone, the tests at Christmas Island. 


The Council has also protested to the 
Council of Ministers of the Supreme Soviet 
about the tests recently held in the USSR, 
and we will continue to protest whenever 
and wherever such tests take place. 


We request you, sir, to convey to your 
Government and to the people of America 
the deep and widespread anxiety felt by 
thousands of people in this country who 
support our campaign against the continuous 
pollution of the atmosphere. 


We urge you to consider immediately 
what steps can be taken with the other 
Powers whose representatives are now in 
session at the United Nations Disarmament 
Sub-Committee to stop all further testing of 
nuclear weapons as a first step towards the 
abolition of all such weapons. 


Only in this way will ordinary people be 
able to go about their daily affairs free 
from the fears of constant contamination 
and the awful consequences of a future 
nuclear war. 


PARTY POLITICS AND COLONIAL FREEDOM 


JN a paper published by a group of 
Africans in London I find this 
dialogue: 
Amanfa: What difference does it make to 
Africans whether Tory or Labour is in 
power in Britain? 
Sabo: None whatsoever, It is a question of 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee. Personally, I 
would rather deal with the enemy I know 
(Toryism) than the enemy I don't know 
(Labourism). 

This was the accepted attitude of both 
Asians and Africans until ten years ago. 
Asian opinion changed when the post-war 
Labour Government recognised the right of 
India, Pakistan, Ceylon and Burma to 
independence in 1947. ” 

Some Asians regarded this as a British 
surrender to the strength of Nationalism in 
India and its neighbours rather than as a 
demonstration of Labour principles. There 
was some truth in this. The rejection of 
India's claim would have meant a British 
army of occupation in India, and there 
would have been the prospect of open revolt 
among the soldiers who, after six years of 
war, wanted only to return to their homes. 


Indian freedom 

But it is not the whole truth. Had Sir 
Winston Churchill remained Prime Minister 
in 1945 India’s right to independence would 
not have been granted. He would have 
risked mutiny to retain Britain’s brightest 
jewel in the Imperial Crown. 

And, whatever the doubts in part of the 
Labour leadership (and I do not know of 
any), there was no doubt in the rank-and- 
file of the Labour Party. Socialism is by 
its very nature anti-imperialist, and British 
socialists thrilled with pride when India 
became politically free. 

The classical attitude of Nationalists in 
colonial territories—that imperialism is 
British and that on this issue there is no 
difference between Tory and Labour— 
persisted in Africa after the war, and it had 
reasons for doing so. 

It was the Labour Government which 
exiled Seretse Khama from Bechuanaland. 
It was the Labour Government which im- 
prisoned Kwame Nkrumah. It was the 
Labour Government which outlawed the 


political and farmers’ movement in Uganda 
and exiled their leader, Ignatius Musazi. 


Labour did little to end the social, econo- 
mic and political injustices in Kenya which 
led to Mau Mau, and it was a Colonial 
Office official under the Labour Government 
who, with two colleagues from the 
Rhodesias and Nyasaland, prepared the plan 
for Central African Federation. This was 
not a reassuring record. 

On the other hand, Labour inaugurated 
the adult suffrage in Ghana which enabled 
Dr. Nkrumah to step out of prison to be- 
come the head of the Government. It took 
cautious steps towards democratising the 
Constitutions in 40 colonies, beginning the 
process which has led to the great advance 
in Malaya (after some serious failures), the 
West Indies, and Nigeria. 

The Labour Government established the 
plans for Colonial Development and Wel- 
fare. It extended the bulk purchase of the 
main products from the colonies and so 
gave security to millions of African 
farmers, peasants and workers. It actively 
encouraged the formation of Co-operative 
Socicties, the economic hope of Africa, and 
of Trades Unions. 

It ended the concessions to the two Brit- 
ish partners in the Gezira scheme and 
transferred this million-acre model of agri- 
cultural revolution entirely to the Sudanese 
people. It opened the door to Sudanese 
independence, 

This was a constructive record to which 
Labour can look back with satisfaction. 


Imperialism 


Nevertheless, the Tories can point to 
achievements—the independence of Ghana, 
the democratic Federation of the West 
Indies, the approaching independence of 
Malaya, Nigeria and the Caribbean islands. 
The truth is that the surge towards freedom 
in colonial territories is now so strong that 
no British Government, whatever its colour, 
can hold it back. 

At the same time, British policy has been 
appallingly reactionary and repressive in 
Kenya, Central Afria and Cyprus under the 
Tories. They are still wedded to imperial- 
ism when the interests of White settlers 


and British military interests are involved. 

Cynics say that Labour has criticised 
Tory policy in these matters only because it 
has been in Opposition. It is true that polit- 
ical parties often do less when in power 
than their attitude in Opposition implied. 

But I have watched the devclopment 
of Labour opinion closely, and I can 
write sincerely that I believe its advance 
in colonial policy has been genuine. 

Indeed, I would say that the Party has 

moved forward more wholeheartedly in 

this sphere than in any other. 

The Labour Party Executive has now 
completed its policy statements on colonial 
issues for its next period of government. 
They are momentous documents. 


Courage 


In the most difficult territiories, where 
white Settler and Asian immigrant popu- 
lations are considerable (East and Central 
Africa particularly), the Labour Party is 
now committed to parity of franchise and 
representation immediately, and to adult 
sulfrage without distinction of race, follow- 
ing that. 

Smail colonies, like Malta or Mauritius, 
are to have self-determination, Britain’s 
economic aid to underdeveloped countries, 
beginning with the colonies, is to be in- 
creased from £25,000,000 to £165,000,000 
a year. 

If the next Labour Government really 
does these things, it will kill the idea, so 
assiduously urged by the Tories, that Brit- 
ain’s colonial policy is bi-partisan. It will 
prove to Asia, Africa and the world that 
there is a real difference between Tory and 
Labour. 

But to do them Labour will require great 
courage. Reactionaries among the white 
settlers in the colonies and reactionaries and 
their powerful newspapers in Britain will 
resist the introduction of democracy with 
ruthless determination. 

Labour will need more than courage. It 
will require public opinion ready to support 
bold action. The education of the people 
to a belief in colonial freedom is a first 
task for us in Britain during the short per- 
iod before a Labour Government comes to 
power. 
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A CONSERVATIVE AND SOCIALIST VIEW THE 


Q‘HRISTOPHER HOLLIS and G. D. H. Cole this week in Peace News join the discussion 
on Commander Sir Stephen King-Hall’s proposal for serious consideration of non- 


violent resistance as a national defence policy. 


Aldous Huxley, Reg Moss, MP, and 


Basil Davidson, in statements to Peace News published here have endorsed this idea. 


Commander King-Hall, prominent English political commentator and former mem- 
ber of the Admiralty Naval Staff, proposed in the King-Hall News-Letter of April 24 
(reprinted in Peace News of May 10) that “in light of the novel and unprecedented 
defence problem which now faces the UK, Western Europe, and, to a lesser extent, 
the USA,” the possibilities of unarmed resistance as a national defence policy be con- 
sidered by a Royal Commission or a committee of the Imperial Defence College. 


Since then, Peace News has published 


articles endorsing the call for serious con- 


sideration of non-violent resistance for national defence by Professor Barbara Wootton, 
Frank Allaun, MP, Stuart Morris, Fenner Brockway, MP, Dr. Donald Soper, Reginald 
Thompson, Sydney Silverman, MP, Robert S, W. Pollard, Ian Mikardo, MP, Count 
Michael de la Bedoyere and Henry Usborne, MP. Commander Stanley Fox-Pitt also 
contributed to the discussion, and Lord Altrincham's article opposed the idea, On 
May 29 Commander King-Hall met with 40 MPs on the issue. 


The Manchester Guardian and Catholic Herald have sympathetically commented 
editorially on the proposal, and Kingsley Martin, Editor of the New Statesman and 


Nation, has now endorsed the idea also. 


G. D. H. Cole here declares that the major problem in preventing war is in “ seeking 
ways of breaking down the tension between the major powers and of presenting agreed 
measures of disarmament and the renunciation of armed force as a means of pursuing 


their several objectives.” 


He does not see “how a Royal Commission on the use of 


non-violent resistance could help to bring these changes about.” 


Christopher Hollis, former Conservative MP and journalist, writes that he agrees 
“that the possibilities of a pacifist foreign policy should be coolly considered” and that 
the public should be told “as frankly as possible ” the likely effect of the new weapons. 
He asks whether the British people are being prepared for the severe sufferings which may 


be involved in non-violent resistance. 


PUBLIC SHOULD HEAR THE 
ISSUE DEBATED 


INGSLEY MARTIN, Editor of 

the New Statesman and Nation, 
has joined, in the June 15 issue, those 
supporting Commander Sir Stephen 
King-Hall’s call for serious considera- 
tion of non-violent resistance as a 
national defence policy in place of 
reliance on nuclear weapons. 


In his article Mr, Martin, sceking a 
solution to the drift into ‘‘ H-bomb-armed 
camps” asks, “Why... . not total 
disengagement? 


“Since we have it officially in the 
White Paper that no military defence is 
possible against nuclear weapons, and 
since nobody believes that ‘the great 
deterrent’ can give more than a few years’ 
safety, why not at least consider whether 
there is not some non-military form of 
defence ? ” 

Hle quoted a letter from “a prominent 
Conservative MP” who wrote: “ You and 
| have lived through too many disarmament 
conferences to believe in them any more 
_.. They are all nonsense, hypocrisy and 
humbug. The only hope is disengagement.” 


Disengagement 


The MP said there was more support 
within the Conservative Party for a policy 
“of disengagement than might be imagined. 
This would test “Soviet promises to 
evacuate East Germany if we do the same 
from the West, and to increase the uncom- 
mitted area of the world, composed of 
nations without nuclear weapons or binding 
obligations to either of the great blocs. 


“I am sure he is right,” wrote Mr. 
Martin. “ Policies that were dubbed ‘un- 
realistic’ a few years ago, sound today at 
least more sensible than the present drift 
into H-bomb-armed camps, with the virtual 
certainty that sooner or later the truce of 
fear will be broken and the absolute ccr- 
tainty, admitted by all the experts, that 
whatever happens to the Soviet Union, or 
the world in another war, Britain will be 
reduced to a radio-active heap of rubble. 


“Privately, the thoughtful soldiers and 
sailors and airmen are just as horrified 
as the rest of us.” 


Commander King-Hall’s_ proposal, he 
said, “is that a Royal Commission or a 
committee set up by the Chiefs of Staff 
should consider realistically whether there 


—Kingsley Martin 


is not a better hole than the one in which 
we are now seeking cover from the H-bomb. 


~“ The idea seems to have much to com- 
mend it,” Mr. Martin continued, “even in 
the highly probable event that no govern- 
ment would be prepared to take any such 
suggestion seriously. 


“It might be possible, as some have 
suggested in correspondence and_ articles 
that have followed in papers as widely 
various as the Manchester Guardian, the 
Catholic Herald, and Peace News, to hold 
such an inquiry without official support. 


“The difficulty is not, as Sir Stephen 
pleads, that it might involve expenditure of 
£10,000. A more important problem would 
be to obtain for such an inquiry people 
with sufficient standing: they must induce 
Serious experts on military and psycholo- 
gical strategy to appear before them and 
they must command respect for their 
findings.” 


Seriously examined 


Mr. Martin declared, “To my mind the 
gencral interest of the suggestion is not 
that such a body would necessarily reach 
agreement or make immediately acceptable 
proposals, but that the public would for the 
first time hear the issues genuinely presented 
by pcople without fixed ideas and with 
trustworthy information. 

“They could cross-examine spokesmen 
from the Services and at least discover 
whether they have any hope to offer us 
beyond the despairing candour of the 
White Paper. 

“They would similarly examine various 
groups of pacifists and find whether they 
had in their minds a national policy of non- 
violent defence or whether they were merely 
conscientious people who personally made 
up their minds not to take part in the busi- 
ness of disembowelling, poisoning and 
atomising which is modern war. 

“They could explore the possibility of a 
union of uncommited powers and go into 
the question whether Britain in the event 
of world war might not find a better hope 
of survival in the neutrality policy which 
enabled Sweden and Switzerland to escape 
devastation in the last war. 

“The important matter is that, instead 
of these issues being inconsequently dis- 
cussed in small meetings and in the cor- 
respondence columns of the more fair- 
minded newspapers, they would be 
scientifically and seriously examined. 
“They would cease to be personal 

attitudes and normal gestures, and become 
the subject matter of widely reported public 
information,” 


A new policy for 


Britain 2 
By CHRISTOPHER HOLLIS 


[ QUITE agree with Commander King-Hall that the possibilities of a pacifist 
~~ foreign policy should be coolly considered and I quite agree that we should 
be told as frankly as possible what would be likely to be the effect of the new 


weapons, 
helpful towards our enlightenment. 
The exact consequence of the use of the 
new weapons seems to be uncertain—partly 
because the scientists are not in agreement 
among themselves — partly because the 
weapons themselves are constantly changing. 
But it seems certain that any Power which 
uses such weapons, even if there is no re- 
taliation by the enemy, will not only spread 
death and destruction on the most appalling 
scale throughout its enemy’s territory but 
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Christopher Hollis 


will also run a good chance of setting up 
reactions which will have most serious 
genetic effects—perhaps after a lapse of 
years—in other countries and probably also 
in the country which has itself used the 
weapons. 

If both sides use such weapons, they may 
well between them destroy the human race. 

That is to say, although it is important 
to acquire any further detailed information 
that may be possible, we have already quite 
enough information to convince anyone but 
a lunatic that it is all-important in every- 
body’s interest that these weapons should 
not be used by anybody. 


PREVENT WAR 


How can we stop them being used ? 

At the moment of writing there seems a 
chance that an international agreement for 
the general suspension of tests will be 
reached, If so, that is good as far as it 
goes, but it does not go very far, because, 
if the weapons are merely stored and if war 
should come, we can feel no confidence that 
the side that looks like losing will not use 
them sooner than go down to defeat, Even 
if the weapons are not kept in existence in 
store, the knowledge of how to make them 
will survive arid one cannot feel confidence 
that they will not be made and used by 
those who are in danger of defeat, 

Therefore the all-important thing is to 
prevent war. This is primarily a matter 
for the Russians and the Americans, AH 
that we have space to do is to consider 
what British policy should be. 

Frankly, I do not think it of primary 
importance whether the British possess the 
H-bomb or whether they declare themselves 
pacifist. What have we made the H-bomb for? 

Some have asserted that the possession 
of the H-bomb will enable us to pursue 

a policy independent of America. That 

is obyious nonsense. 

‘The H-bomb only makes sense as a British 
contribution to the common Western 


I do not know that I feel that a Royal Commission would be very 


strategic policy. It makes us the second 
member of the Western alliance--for what 
that may be worth. 

But, supposing that we disarmed, that 
the Americans and Russians remained 
armed and eventually came to blows, no 
one can imagine that our pacifism or 
neutralism would be any guarantee that 
we should not be bombed—that we would 
be necessarily allowed to surrender even 
if we wanted to, 

It is clearly probable, that, however in- 
offensive our conduct, we would be blotted 
out by one side to prevent us from falling 
into the hands of the other. Our geo- 
graphical position is much too inconven- 
iently important. 

The only serious question then for the 
British is: How can British policy in- 
fluence the Americans and the Russians 
not to make war on one another? We 
cannot exercise effective influence by 
direct military means. 

The Suez adventure has proved, if proof 
were necessary, that we are not able to “ go 
it alone.” Our contribution cannot be 
sufficient materially to affect the balance of 
forces between America and Russia. 

Can we exercise a moral influence on 
them? The Americans and the Russians 
have as much—or almost as much—to lose 
from a nuclear war as the rest of us, and 
it is not therefore hopeless to expect that 
out of sheer self-interest they may listen 
to warnings, whether they come from 
British or from other lips. 

Whether an explicitly pacifist policy 
would increase our influence is an un- 
answerable question because it all 
depends on what that pacifist policy is. 
Pacifism is not the end but the beginning 
of policy. 

St. Paul, when he recommends _non- 
resistance, recommends it only if it is accom- 
panied by a highly positive policy “ Resist 
not evil but overcome evil with good.” 


GANDHI WON 


There is a form of pacifism which is in 
no way either intellectually or morally 
respectable—that of the pacifist who is 
merely anxious to contract out of any con- 
cern for the sufferings of his neighbour, 
who imagines that he can, by declaring 
pacifism, keep his standard of living and not 
have to fight for it. 

There is the pacifism which is truly 
determined to bring peace and to preserve 
freedom for the world, Pacifism of that 
sort may well conquer in the end, but 
it can only hope to conquer in the end 
if it is prepared for immediate suffering 
and poverty and has the courage to 
accept them. 

Gandhi in India won in the end, though 
not immediately, Even against a ruthless 
Communist regime, the Poles, not perhaps 
in the least non-resistant in intention but 
compelled to be so by circumstances, have 
proved that tyranny cannot endure per- 
manently so long as its victims persist in 
their devotion to liberty. 

Perhaps the Hungarians will be able to 
prove the same before they have done, But 
both these peoples have been prepared to 
endure terrible immediate sufferings. 

The essence of non-violent resistance 
is that it must be non-violent but it must 
also be resistance. Is there any sign that 
the British people are being prepared for 
a pacifism of that sort ? 

Is there much hope that they will play 
an effective part in leading the world to 
peace so long as rival politicians compete 
against each other in offering them a higher 
standard of living as the greatest of all 
goods and so long as there is distressingly 
little evidence that the electorate would 
support any politician who did not make 
such offers ? 
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KING-HALL UNARMED DEFENCE PROPOSAL 


Strive for measures of disarmament 


MOBILISE OPINION TO 
REJECT WAR 


By G. D. 


H. Cole 


RST of all, I agree absolutely that the world has now arrived at a point at 
which (a) nothing can justify the resort to armed force between countries 
armed with nuclear weapons and prepared to use them for either offence or 
defence, and (b) there is no possible armed defence against such weapons save 
retaliation, which is in truth no defence at all, but only a spreading of the 


devastation over a wider area. 


Accordingly, there is but one thing to 
strive for-—the prevention of war involving, 
or threatening to involve, the major powers. 
In comparison with this, nothing else 
really matters. 


I agree, then, cordially that it is entirely 
wrong to concentrate our efforts on mak- 
ing massive preparations for retaliation 
should war occur; for such retaliation 
could provide no defence and would be 
entirely unjustifiable even in face of 
attack with nuclear weapons, “An eye 
for an eye” is not justice or good ethical 
conduct, but sheer wickedness answering 
wickedness. 


The fact, however, remains that un- 
armed, non-violent resistance is no less 
ineffective than armed retaliation as a 
defence against such attack, if it is actually 
made. Our task is not to defend our- 
selves against such attack, but to prevent 
it. 

There are two possible ways of attempting 
this, One is deterrence, by building up 
sufficient armed power to deter the poten- 


tial attacker. 
TENSIONS 


This is the method we have attempted so 
far; and I do not deny that it may have 
made the threat of war less imminent; for 
the magnitude of the destruction certain to 
fall on both sides in the event of war is 
some deterrent, and has done something to 
silence and discredit the once-vocal advo- 
cates of a “preventive war”. 

But the fatal effect of this method is that 
it holds the world divided into rival armed 
camps, between which war may at any time 
be let loose by some incident involving con- 
siderations of prestige, or of not giving any- 
thing away to the other side, even if neither 
side has planned to resort to war in advance 
of the incident that provokes it. 

All sane persons ought, therefore, to 
be seeking ways of breaking down the 
tension between the major powers and of 
presenting agreed measures of disarma- 
ment and the renunciation of armed 
force as a means of pursuing their several 
objectives. 

1 do not see how a Royal Commission 
on the use of non-violant resistance could 
help to bring these changes about, 


CO-EXISTENCE 


What I want is rather a mobilisation of 
all currents of opinion that reject war as 
an instrument of policy in a crusade to pro- 
mote real negotiations for a settlement of 
world tensions on a basis of friendly co- 
existence of the rival systems, agreed 
measures of disarmament, including the 
banning of nuclear weapons, unrestricted 
open trade, the winding up of both NATO 
and SEATO and the Warsaw Pact, with- 
drawal of all foreign armed forces from 
areas now occupied by them, recognition of 
all existing regimes, including People’s 
China and Franco Spain, and a genuine 
attempt to help the less developed countries 
to improve their standards of living—with- 
out “strings” attached to the help. 

Into such a crusade we should do all 
that can be done to draw people not only 
from the Western countries but also from 
the other side of the iron curtain and from 
the uncommitted countries, such as India, 
where the idea of “non-violence” enjoys 
the widest popular support, We should not 
be afraid of working with Communists, or 
with anyone who is prepared to devote him- 
self to the great crusade for the prevention 
of world war. 


Portrait study by EDMARK 
G. D. H. Cole 
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Practical questions on 
non-violent defence 


AN inquiry on whether non-violent 

resistance is a practical method of 
national defence, and, if so, how it 
would work, would have to consider a 
number of serious problems. 


To illustrate these, Commander Sir 
Stephen King-Hall has prepared a list of 
questions which were published recently in 
the Kiny-Hall News-Letter. They are re- 
produced here by kind permission, and 
sample copies of the News-Letter are 
available from 162 Buckingham Palace 
Road, London, S.W.1. 


He wrote that “because the enquiry 
would be exploring unknown territory a 
great deal of thought would be essential in 
order to determine how the exploration had 
best be made.” 


The questions were ': 


(a) What exactly do you mean by non- 
violent resistance ? 

(b) Do we visualise the complete aboli- 
tion of all armed forces controlled by the 
State ? 

(c) Or, is it possible that there are two 
questions? One, relating to the use of 


Three comments 
ALDOUS HUXLEY 


Philosopher and writer 


SIR STEPHEN KING-HALL’s 
article strikes me as admirably 
sensible and lucid, and I don’t know 
what I could add to it—all the more 
so as my concern has been for many 
years past with the biological and 
demographic causes and conditions 
of war, not with the politics of the 
problem, which can never be satis- 
factory so long as the underlying bio- 
logical situation is allowed to grow 
progressively worse. 


BASIL DAVIDSON 


Journalist, pamphleteer and author; 
member editorial staff of the Daily 
Herald. 

AS one who is not a pacifist, I believe 
that Stephen King-Hall’s proposal is 
especially valuable because it offers a new 
and effective ground for common action 
with pacifists—whose position in the past, 
it has often seemed to me, has been some- 

what isolationist. 

Both for this reason—because the campaign 
for peace is therefore broadened—and 
because it may be that the advent of 
fission- fusion bombs has decisively 
strengthened the pacifist case in Britain, 
I hope for my part that King-Hall’s pro- 
posal will receive serious and wide con- 
sideration, and, in the end, official 
acceptance. 


REG. MOSS, MP 


Labour, representing Meriden Division 
of Warwickshire since 1955. 
AR has been justified in the past on 
the ground that, although an evil in 
itself and intrinsically undesirable, even 
worse evils could be avoided by its use. 

For example, war against the Nazis was 
better than the triumph of the Nazis, 

This is no longer true. War now means 
mass obliteration, there is mo defence 
against the use of nuclear weapons (Para- 
graph 12 the White Paper on Defence), it 
is Britain’s interest to seek peace rather 
than prepare for war (Paragraph 13). 

In these circumstances, involving inevitable 
universal destruction, war has become 
obsolete and a new method of resisting 
evil must be found. 

Therefore, men and women of goodwill 
should study what alternative means are 
possible. 

The King-Hall suggestion is appropriate and 
may serve to bring hope to a world made 
hopeless by military futility. 


armed force as a means of defence against 
aggressors in a large-scale war; the other, 
the role. of armed forces in smaller opera- 
tions of a semi-police force nature such 
as—for example—raids by Yemen tribesmen 
across the Aden border. 


| | 

(d) What political conditions would have 
to exist in Britain before the abandonment 
of armed force as the chief means of 
defence could become practical politics ? 

(e) If it were decided to adopt a new 
policy, how long would it take to implement 
it? 

(f) Could such a policy be carried out 
irrespective of the views of our allies? 
How would it affect Commonwealth arrange- 
ments ? 

(g) What would be the economic effects 
of a non-violent policy ? 

(h) If a policy of having no large-scale 
armed forces were adopted, how would this 
affect our diplomacy ? 

(i) If such a policy meant that we would 
have to accept “‘enemy occupation ” what 
does non-violent resistance mean in terms of 
the behaviour of the population. What may 
they or should they do and not do? 

(j) Having decided what might be the cor- 
rect tactics vis-a-vis the enemy-occupiers of 
a non-violent -resisting population what 
training must the population be given in 
schools and elsewhere for its role in such a 
war ? 
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(k) What lessons, if any, are to be learnt 
from recent historical examples of non- 
violent or partially non-violent resistance 
movements ? 

(1) What are the political, economic and 
social problems which confront an occupy- 
ing power faced with a non-violent-resistant 
population ? 

(m) To what extent should a non-violent- 
resistant population collaborate with the 
occupying power to maintain the economic 
life of the country ? 

(n) At what point and for what purposes 
should a well-disciplined NVR_ population 
refuse, even at the risk of death, to obey 
orders issued by the occupying power ? 


Muddled thinking 
TO THE EDITOR 

Count Michael de la Bedoyere seems 

to be suffering from a dose of mud- 
dled thinking. He says of the H-bomb 
“|... nothing can justify” its use, and 
later, that its use is not “ indefensible for 
the Christian.” He cannot have it both 
ways. 

In this matter he is taking up an attitude 
which is in complete contradiction to that 
which, as a Catholic, he must adopt towards 
any other moral problem. 

No individual is permitted to use im- 
moral means to relieve or avoid any situa- 
tion, whatever the consequences. Why the 
difference? 

If an H-bomb war could defend or pre- 
serve anything, there might be some reason 
in Count de la Bedoyere’s position, but no 
morality. Since nuclear war means mass 
suicide, as well as mass murder, this atti- 
tude is not only bad but mad.—PHYLLIS 
McCOY, 53 Newlands Rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne 2. 


PACIFIST FORUM 


Your questions answered by 
Members of the Standing Joint 
Pacifist Committee 
Wednesday, June 26 at 6.30 p.m. 
FRIENDS HOUSE 
Euston Road, London, N.W.1 


Non-pacifists welcomed. 
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8—PEACE NEWS—June 21, 1957 


AVING read the letter signed by 
Angell and others and later the shrewd financial support for the Liberal Party finds 
comments in \Peace News (pointing out that jt difficult ta state the exact policy ‘ofthe 
the naive plea for money for the Liberal Liberal Party, 
Party was inadequate without a policy) I 
was interested to come across the following. 
It is quoted by Geoffrey Wagner in “ Rage 


The Liberal philosophy is best summed 
up in the preamble to the constitution of 


at the Bar” from an article by Norman 
Angell in the Sunday Times, as recently as 
April 15, 1956. 

“Note what has actually happened. 

Those slogans shouted by the mobs of 
university students, or school children or 
workers, in Singapore or Nicosia or 
Cairo, are slogans taken straight from the 
literature of English liberalism. Pages 
and pages of such stuff are to be found 
there, carrying the implication—still 
accepted by practically the whole of the 
American public—that when all colonial- 
ism is ended, and every national com- 
munity has independence, the world will 
have peace.... 
“The truth is that the demand of a com- 
munity to have absolute sovereignty, self- 
determination, independence of all other 
communities, is not a noble and worthy 
political aim, but an anti-social and 
immoral claim.” 

The statements, of course, exhibit a 
characteristic confusion of mind regarding 
the claim to independence vis-a-vis a foreign 
power and the claim to be free from the 
mutual obligations of world citizenship. 
Admittedly, imperialism, by giving rise to 
colonial nationalism and spreading hatred 
and distrust, makes internationalism more 
difficult, Angell deplores the symptoms, but 
where does he stand ? 

Does this new Liberalism recognise the 
necessity to liquidate imperialism in order 
to make healthy international relationship 
possible or does it not ? 

In 1956 Angell wrote in favour of empire 
and against ‘English Liberalism.” Does 
his sponsorship of the Liberal collection 
box mean that he has changed his mind, 
or that these New Liberals are pledged to 
keep the Empire with a firm hand? If so 
we had better know. 

In fact, of course, the Liberal Party never 
was anti-imperialist. It talked vaguely of 
freedom ; but from the time when Glad- 
stone’s Government bombarded Alexandria 
to the days when Lloyd George, in his 
dotage, explained the permanent necessity 
for British rule in India, its practice was 
very different. 

But new or old, the real views of Sir 
Norman might as well be plainly stated. 
Then we can see who is on the side of the 
Angells—and what the collection is for.— 
REGINALD REYNOLDS, 20 Jubilee 
Place, London, S.W.3, 


The Liberal Philosophy 
TN Perspective (PN, May 31) reviewing 


*the recent public letter urging increased 
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‘PEACE NEW 


urgently needs 


VOLUNTEERS 
will you 


@ GIVE a day, a half-day, a few hours 
a week assisting with clerical, despatch 
and other work at 3 Blackstock Road 

@ SELL PEACE NEWS or man book- 


stalls at meetings in London 

ORGANISE sales at meetings in your 

own district ' 

@ ACT as voluntary distributors for your 
district, building up circulation amongst 
acquaintances and through local con- 
tacts. 


Opportunities for spreading our 
views are missed every week through 
lack of helpers. 

Let us know what you can do 


To PEACE NEWS, LTD. 
3 BLACKSTOCK RD., LONDON, N.4 


I am willing to help as..................ccccceeee 


Please send me details, 
NAME ....... 


ADDRESS 


bOOe 


the Liberal Party : 
“The Liberal Party exists to build a 


poverty, ignorance or unemployment, Its 

chief case is for the rights and oppor- 

tunities of the individual, and in all 
spheres it sets freedom first.” 

Many detailed proposals have been 
worked out for a whole range of current 
problems, but lacking a powerful political 
machine these proposals are unknown to 
many sections of the public. Big business 
and Trade Unions respectively keep the 
Conservative and Socialist Parties in a 
strong financial position. It is left to those 
outside the big battalions, whose interests 
have always been safest in Liberal hands, 
to provide the Liberal Party with its funds. 

While not a pacifist party, the Liberal 
Party is a peace party. Many of us believe 
that Liberalism goes far to removing the 
causes of conflict and creates an atmosphere 
favourable to those who hold that ulti- 
mately the condition of a man’s spirit is 
more important than the condition of his 
body. — DAVID MORRISH, 30 Briesley 
Crescent, Plymouth, 


Time is urgent 


AS Robert Pollard says, a Royal Com- 

mission on unarmed defence would 
stimulate discussion, even if its recommen- 
dations were not carried out, 

When I was secretary of the National 
Society for Lunacy Law Reform we ham- 
mered away but 30 years later another 
Royal Commission advocates much the 
same thing! 

Time is urgent and the essential factor 
is public opinion. “ We must burst through 
the barrier into the psychological and 
spiritual fields” (Sir Stephen King-Hall).— 
F. J. WHITE, Little Dene, St. Mawes, 
Cornwall. 


Challenging vision 


MAY I follow up Commander King-Hall’s 

Proposals for civilian instead of mili- 
tary defence with suggestions that are 
intended not for criticism but rather for 
development. 

Do we not need to generate in ourselves, 
in all who oppose nuclear armament, and 
ultimately in all in this country—and farther 
afield—a faith and so an inner power in 
face of the threat we fear ? 

Faith in our values, and a power to 
endure, and win out through Communist 
domination—to permeate and leaven | it, 
transforming it from within, 

What we need to do above all things, 
here and now, is to spread this conception 
of a positive mission among our fellow 
countrymen. It is wrong, indeed an illu- 
sion—that we who oppose nuclear arma- 
ments must be on the defensive in our 
society, constantly forced to justify ourselves 
against the conventional unimaginative 
majority. 

In reality theirs is the negative policy— 
at best it is doing what they have done 
before (putting faith in armaments) because 
they cannot see any alternative, even in the 
face of terrible risks, to the revolutionary 
challenge of nuclear armaments. It is our 
policy that calls upon all man’s resources 
of imagination, intelligence and skill, 

We must throw up this challenging vision 
of a new hope, as an alternative to the 
dead end of an outdated policy—G, H. 
PETCH, 22 Lanchester Rd., Highgate, 
London, N.6. 


Militaristic field day 


QUR militaristic playboys and wasters of 
public money had quite a field-day on 
May 25. 

First, they treated us to an attack by 500 
bombers, consuming thousands of gallons 
of high-octane petrol—quite a nice little bill, 
apart from the usual smash-ups. 

The show was staged to prove once again 
what every schoolboy knows : that there is 
nothing to prevent a number of planes 
reaching their target, if they are determined 
to do so. 


Then we had our own local Civil Defence 
working feverishly in a wonderful game of 
pretence which fooled nobody except them- 
selves. They wanted us to forget that there 
is no defence against an H-bomb 500 times 
more powerful than the one dropped on 
Hiroshima. We were supposed to believe 
that an enemy had dropped the bomb on 
Durham Cathedral instead of on the Town 
Hall of Newcastle—exactly the kind of 
thing that an enemy, sillier than we are, 
would do! 


In usually well-informed circles it has 
been rumoured that the CD chiefs have 
decided to adopt the war resisters’ motto: 
“Be active—rather than  radio-active! ” 
Asked to confirm or deny this, a spokesman 
said: “ No comment.” 


’Struth—what a game it is!-GEO. RULF, 
15 Gladstone St., Sandyford, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, 2. . 


Stop-H+test Advertisement 


HEREWITH is a copy of an advertise- 

ment inserted in one of our local 
Papers and to be inserted in another in a 
few days time. I have not noticed this “cut 
out and post” kind of advertisement, but 
I think it is a good way of bringing certain 
items of interest before many people in a 
short time. Each of our two local papers 
put out over 50,000 copies a day, 


IT was wondering whether you could use 
it, or something based on it, with the re- 
quisite changes to suit Great Britain (Mr. 
Macmillan instead of Mr. Holland, etc.). 
Of course I have sent it to Mr. Holland, 
who is so scared of doing anything that 
might embarrass Britain that he prefers to 
do nothing at all. However, I suggested 
he might look into the statement of the 
French Professor, Paul Berthold, who said 
after his visit to the Marshalls, Marquesas 
and the Society Group that he found the 
natives “terrified” over the Christmas 
Island tests because the radio-active fish 
from Bikini had already produced among 
them incurable skin diseases. 


The copies of the Peace News I get asa 
subscriber are handed over to the Public 
Library, who put them in their newspaper 
section. Our population here in Christ- 
church is estimated, on April 1, 1957, at 
190,000.—N. M. BELL, 134 Geraldine St., 
St. Albans, Christchurch, New Zealand. 

Below is miniature reproduction of the 
advertisement :— 


> 
Please cut out, sign and post this letter 


BANNING NUCLEAR TESTS 


To Rt. Hon. S, G. Holland, 
Prime Minister, 
WELLINGTON. 
Dear Sir,—Please note that I am opposed to all 
further nuclear tests whether at Bikini, or in 
Siberia, or at Christmas Island. I object first, to 
further poisoning through radio-activity the fish- 
food supply of the Pacific Islanders; second. to 
further contaminating through radio-active ‘* fali- 
out ’’ the germ cells of future generations of 
plants, animals and men; third, advancing | still 
further on the road to race suicide; and four, 
increasing fear and hatred among men instead of 
confidence and friendliness. I therefore request 
you, first, to inform the Governments of the 
United Kingdom, the United States, and the 
Soviet Union that New Zealand regards in par- 
ticular the health and well-being of the Pacific 
Islanders as more important than the testing out 
of mass-extermination weapons and therefore re- 
quests them to stop further tests at Christmas 
Island, Bikini, and in Siberia; second, to instruct 
New Zealand's representative on the United 
Nations to move that that body first, approve the 
world banning of further nuclear tests and the 
conversion of existing stockpiles of nuclear 
weapons into ‘‘ atoms for peace"; second, wel- 
come the Soviet Union's declaration of readiness 
to stop further tests if the West agrees to stop 
theirs; and third, set up a special world committee 
of democratic and Communist atom experts to 
devise a scientific, just and humane way to carry 
out the banning effectively, the meetings of the 
committee being open to the Press of the world. 
Signature see eenaeercnessocas 
ACdressiarecsssesvsstse sees 


Books wanted 
WE would be glad to receive books of 


a saleable nature for disposal through 
the medium of the permanent Gift Shop 
which we have in Broad St., Oxford. 

I feel that there must be a number of 
people who are unaware of the facilities 
which we have for the disposal of saleable 
books and who would gladly pass over to 
us the books which they no longer need if 
their notice is drawn to this means of turn- 
ing unwanted articles into cash and so 
bring help to homeless and other people.— 
J. MIITY, Oxford Committee for Famine 
Relief, Gift Shop Manager, P.O. Box 11, 
17 Broad St., Oxford. 


Gandhi’s opponents 


PROFESSOR NAESS’ question (May 10) 

as to whether or not Gandhi's assassin 
was particularly evil may probably best be 
answered by Lecomte de Nouy’s clear 
distinction—so rare in these days of senti- 
mental tolerance—between what is good and 


what is evil. He writes in HUMAN 
DESTINY: 
“ Anything which opposes . . . evolution 


in the moral and spiritual realm, anything 
which tends to bring about a regression 
towards the animal, to replace man under 
the dictature of the body is contrary to the 
directing Will and represents absolute Evil. 
On the contrary, anything which tends to 
deepen the chasm between man and beast, 
anything which tends to make man evolve 
spiritually is Good.” 


Those who believe in the possibility of 
evolution and accept this generalisation, will 
agree that all violence, belonging as it does 
to the lower or animalistic nature of man, 
is Evil and those who employ it are evil- 
doers until they renounce it as a policy, and, 
in theological terms, repent, or think again 
and think differently. I do not feel, there- 
fore, that Miss Gertrude Murray should be 
censured for explaining to children that this 
particular act was done by an evil man, i.e. 
one who was at the time identifying him- 
self with violence. Too much tolerance is 
apt to impair moral judgment so that no 
clear line can be drawn between what is 
evil and what is good.—_ PETER DE 
MORNY, Kildare, Sydney Gardens, Bath. 
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REFLECTIONS ON 
DEFENCE 


Reprints of Commander Sir Stephen 
King-Hall’s “ Reflections on Defence ” 
are still obtainable at 15s. per 100, or 2s. 
a doz., from Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4, 


Sixth printing 


DR. SCHWEITZER’S 
H-bomb test appeal 


Two-page broadsheet full text of his world 

appeal to stop the H-bomb tests, reprinted 

from Peace News, For widest possible 
distribution now. 


4d. each; 2s. dozen; 15s. 100 post free 


POLO LOLG L999 99$$55555555508$ 
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Special postal offer 
to new readers 


8 News 2S. 6d. 


NEWS 
(US 13 weeks for $1) 


I enclose £.......... sdeduacet eters 

NAMES Ean itt eenieaveneta stcdnadecsneey 

ADDRESS ateeccere Seeswiatise ecteetes soe 
PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4 
STANDARD RATES 


Great Britain : 
Ten wks. 5s.; 20 wks, 10s.; One yr, 25s, 
Abroad (Sea Mail) : 
Twelve wks. 5s.; 24 wks. 10s.; One yr, 21s. 
AIR MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
N. Africa and Middle East : 

Twelve wks. 7s.; 24 wks. 14s.; One yr, 30s. 
India, South, East and West Africa 
America and §S.E. Asia: 

Twelve wks. 8s.; 24 wks. I6s.: One yr. 34s. 
Australia and Far East; 

Twelve wks, 9s.; 24 wks. 18s.; One yr. 38s. 
AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to US and all parts of America, from our US 
Sales Office, c/o American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, 130 Brattle St., Cambridge, 38 Mass. 

$5 year $I three months. 
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As this is a free service we reserve the mght to 
select for publication notices sent in. We nevertheless 
desire to make it as complete a service as we reason- 
ably can, and thercfore urge organisers of everis 10: 


1. Send notices to arrive not Jater than Mot. i.m,. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall. 
street); nature of event; speakers, organisers (and 
secretary’s address). 

Saturday, June 22 

BIRMINGHAM : 2.30 p.m.; Women's Protest: March 
from Cambridge Restaurant (behind Hall of Memory). 
Black sashes. 

KENDAL: 2.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho, Westmor- 
land and N. Lancashire FoR Area Conference, “The 
H-bomb, a new opportunity and a new responsibility.” 
Rev. Donald H. Dousgtas. 


Sunday, June 23 


COULSDON: 3° p.m.: 87 Chaldon Way. Edgar 
Harvey, “ Recollections of a Pacifist in the first World 
War.’ Surrey Area PPU. f 

LONDON. W.C.1: 3.20p.m, Friends International 
Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq., Euston. Pacifist Universalist 
Service. Discourse by Frank WDawtry, ‘' Edward 
Carpenter.” 

Monday, June 24 

HUNSTANTON : 7.30 p.m.: Methodist Church Hall, 
Austin Street. Film ‘* Shadow of Hiroshima.’’ West 
Norfolk Commitece for Nuclear Weapons Information. 

KRISTOL: 7.30 p.m. Horfield Friends Mtg. Ho., 
390 Gloucester Rd., 7. The Fellowship of Friends of 
Truth. 


Tuesday, June 25 


ROTHERHAM: 7.30 p.m.; Public Library, Film, 
‘Shadow of Hiroshima.’’ Election of Committee to 
continue campaign against H-bomb tests. 

WISBECH : 7.30 p.m.; Baptist Church Hall, Film, 
“* Shadow of Hiroshima.” West Norfotk Committce 
for Nuclear Weapons Information. 


Wednesday, June 26 
BARKING: 8 p.m.; Friends Meeting House. Film. 
"Shadow of WHiroshima."’ Speaker: Prof. G. O. 
Jones, SoF, FoR, Liberal Party. 


Thursday, June 27 


LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m. Friends Mecting House, 
Bush Road (near Green Man), Group Discussion, E.!0 
and E.11 PPU Group, 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m. Dick Sheppard Ho.. 
6 Endsleigh St. Miss Margaret Quass, Assistant Secre- 
tary of the schools organisation of UNA, ‘t The United 
Nations and UNA.” PYAG. 

HAMPSTEAD : 8 p.m, Friends Mtg. Ho., 120 Heath 
St... N.W.3 (upstairs in Library), Mary Richardson, 
Fieldwork Organiser, Stepney Family Service Unit, 
“ The work of Stepney FSU,’ PPU. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS: 8 p.m. Pump Room. 
Public Mceting to protest against Nuclear Weapons. 
Speakers: Mrs. J. St. J. Thornton (Liberal), Mr. 
Gower (Conservative), Mr. Fogg (Labour), Bishop 
Mann, Stuart Morris, Rev. Whyte and others, Chair- 
man: Nancy Richardson. Society of Friends. 

Friday, June 28 

RUGBY: 7.30 p.m. Brotherhood House. Public 
Meeting: “‘A Realistic Defence Policy." Speakers: 
Sybil Morrison, Victor Yates, MP. Chairman: Coun- 
citlor W. A. Manning, IP. PPU. 

Saturday, June 29 

SOUTHPORT : 10 a.m. to § p.m.; FoR North-West 
Conference. Max Parker. Details from W. Harrison, 
Ingledene, Much Hoole, Preston. 

LEWES : Twentieth PPU Annual Gathering. Friends 
Mig. Ho., Friars Watk, Lewes. 3.30 p.m, A. E. 
Oram, ‘‘ Peace and Politics.” §.30 p.m. Brains 
Trust. Minnie Pallister, A. E, Oram, Raymond 
Williams, Produce Stall—proceeds PN Funds. PPU. 


Sunday, June 30 


LEYTONSTONE: 3 p.m. Friends House, Bush 
Road, E.1i. Annual Garden Meeting, Eileen Fietcher 
on “ Kenya.”’ Tea 5 p.m. Concert. Contributions to 
refreshments welcomed. E,10°E.11 PPU. 


Tuesday, July 2 


UPMINSTER : & p.m.; St. Mary’s Lane School (near 
The Bell). Discussion on hte Stephen” King-Wall 
Proposals, Speaker: Martin Dakin, Hornchurch and 
Dist, Way To Peace Group. Secretary, $2 Fleet Ave., 
Upminster, Essex. 

Thursday, July 4 

LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m. Friends Mecting House, 
Bush Road (near Green Man), Donald Groom *" Non- 
violent revolution in rural India,” E.10 and E.t1 PPU 
Group. 

Saturday, July 6 


ROCHESTER: 3 p.m. at West Winds, Blue Bell 
Hit!. Edith Adlam—'‘A Visit to Tashkent."’ FoR. 


Saturday, July 13 


ALTON: 3° p.m.; ‘ Hill crest... Windmill Hill. 
Southern Area PPU Committee Meeting. 
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Every week! 
SATURDAYS 


LIVERPOOL : 8 p.m.; Pier Head, Open-air meet- 
ing of Liverpool and District Peace Board, 


SUNDAYS 
HYDE PARK: 6.30 p.m.;_ Pacifiss Youth Action 
Group. Every Sunday. PYAG. 
GLASGOW : 8 p.m.; at Queen's Park Gates. PPU 


Meeting. Open-air. 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON : Weekend Workcamps, cleaning and 
redecorating the homes of old-age pensioners. IVSP, 


72 Oakley Sq., London, N.W.1. 


MONDAYS ; 
SHIPLEY: 7.15 p.m.; Shipley Group in new 
premises in Labour Party Rooms, Westgate, Shipley. 


TUESDAYS , 
MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz Site. 
Christian pacifist open-air mtg.  Locat Methodist 
ministers and others. MPF, 


WEDNESDAYS 
KIDBROOKE : 8 p.m.; 141 Woolacombe Rd. Talks, 
plays, discussion, music, radio, etc. Fellowship Party. 


THURSDAYS 

GLASGOW: 8 p.m.; Corner of Biythswood Strect 
and Sauchiehall Street. Open-air Mecting. Glasgow 
H-bomb Committee. 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends Mig. Ho., Bush 
Road. E.10 and E.1! Group. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.: Dick Sheppard Ho., 
6 Endsleigh St. PYAG. 

LONDON, W.C.1:  1.20-1.40 p.m.; Church of St. 
George the Martyt, Queen Sq., Southampton Row. 
Weekly lunch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by Clergy and Jaymen of different 
denominations. 

PAPO OIIIT rr 


Brockway’s Peace News article 


rouses Rhodestans 
FROM BASIL DELAINE Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia 


AN article from Peace News was quoted 

recently in Rhodesian newspapers. It 
concerned Fenner Brockway’s challenge of 
Sir Roy Welensky’s right to attend the forth- 
coming conference of Commonwealth Prime 
Ministers. 


Reaction here among Europeans has been 
one of hurt dismay—How dare that man 
thousands of miles away criticise our hand- 
ling of the African! 


Yes, Rhodesians are touchy and, on the 
whole, quite unwilling to admit that racial 
discrimination and segregation are morally 
wrong and in the long run detrimental to 
their own future, 


FEAR 


Fear is the trouble. In one breath an 
old Rhodesian will tell you sentimentally 
of the loyalty of his servant (20 years with 
the family)—but what a shower of so-and- 
so’s these educated Africans are. 


New Rhodesians, too, must share the 
blame for increasingly bad race relations. 


Many white artisans, on finding, that the 
African is slowly mastering their trade, 
become resentful and take it out of the 
black man whenever they get the chance. 


This attitude seeps into the home—and 
the artisan’s children adopt an anti-African 
attitude, 


Not that illiberalism is confined to the 
artisan. The professional man is often just 
as intolerant, and he might find his outlet 
in politics—the type of politics that keeps 
Africans as servants, 


THE CROWD AND 
THE BIsnoP 


HE Matimbas* are still a talking point 
in the Federation. 


A man got out of a taxi and went into 
the Bulawayo city post office. The cry went 
up from Africans—‘ Matimba ! Matimba ! ” 


About 100 Africans and Europeans crowded 
round the car, awaiting the man’s return. 

I stood in that group and listened to 
snatches of European conversation : 

“Tf I ever meet his wife VI] speak to her 
in Kitchen Kafir. .. .” 

“The idea of it—her daring to come out 
here with him... .” 
“Why don't they deport them... ?” 
“What a let-down for White people this 
isa AR 

“Black b....s! I teach my children to 
call them Kafirs. . . .” 


Of course, as it happens, the African 
gentleman who got out of that car, and who 
provoked all those highly civilised remarks, 
was not Mr. Matimba but the African 
Methodist Episcopal Bishop of the Federa- 
tion, the Rev, William F. Ball from Florida, 
who had innocently decided to post some 
letters to America, 


On that occasion, Mr. Ball, who is 
new to the colony, was treated to a taste 
of the Southern Rhodesian colour bar. 


He used the European entrance of the 
P.O. by mistake, and, as a newspaper 
smugly put it the next morning—“ A postal 
official directed him to his correct counter 
and the postmaster later explained to him 
the Rhodesian separate entrance system.” 

Thought for the week : According to the 
“Northern Rhodesia Chamber of Mines 
Year Book” just published, the average 
European worker on the Copperbelt earned 
£190 a month during the 12 months ended 
June 30 last year. The average African 
worker earned £13 a month during the same 
period. 


*Patrick Matimba to whom Basil Delaine 
refers is an African lawyer whose wife is 
Dutch. This mixed marriage brought strong 
criticism from Rhodesian Whites and Mr. 
Matimba only obtained a permit for his 
wife’s entry after a court case. 


THE FOLLY OF RE-DIRECTION OF LABOUR 


By Havis James 


T is difficult to see the logic of the 

Tribunals over the question of 
whether a conscientious objector should 
stay in his present employment or 
whether he is to be directed to do 
different work. 


The Tribunals say that it is unfair to 
other young mén who go into the Army 
for a CO to follow his own career, 


If this is so, it denies the military adver- 
tisements and propaganda which claim that 
a man does not lose, but gains, in skill and 
craftmanship when he joins the Forces, 


Additional to this inconsistency is the 
fact that whilst one CO is not permitted 
to follow his chosen career, another is, If 
it were a question of a luxury employment, 
such as a man’s hair-stylist being directed 
to agriculture there may be some sense in 
it, but this is not the case. 


Here are a few examples. 


Doctor George Gillett, of the Kent and 
Canterbury Hospital, was recently told by a 
local Tribunal that he would be directed 
to the Friends Ambulance Unit. 


Said Sir Gerald Hargreaves, Chairman 
of the Tribunal, “It goes against the 
grain to let COs off entirely, because 
others have to do something, We feel 
that he should get two years with the 
FAU after the end of July, when he 
finishes his (medical) course.” 

Is it necessary to remove a young man 
from one type of humanitarian work to 
another, merely because “it isn't fair to 
other young men?” 


* 


The same day, May 17, a signalman on 
British Railways, Kenneth Wainman, of 
Dorking, Surrey, was granted conditional 
exemption which did include his own work. 
Said Sir Gerald Hargreaves on this occa- 
sion, ‘““We will leave him in his present 
job, because it is so responsible.” 

At the Appellate Tribunal on May 27, 
Peter Townson, a State Registered Nurse in 


a General Hospital was asked whether he 
would work in a Mental Hospital. 


He was told that other young men who 
went into the forces had to make sacrifices. 
Modestly, Peter Townson replied that he 
was aware of that, and as a male nurse 
he had already made some sacrifices, He 
worked long and awkward hours for a 
smail wage, and his religious work as a 
member of the Brethren occupied every 
moment of his spare time, His witness bore 
him out on this fact, Further, he said, he 
did not believe that he was suited for the 
work of a mental nurse, He had never 
done any, and he objected to the use of 
force in restraining patients. This was a 
very sensible attitude to take, because men- 
tal nursing is definitely a vocation. 


The Tribunal granted him conditional 
exemption which included work in a 
Mental Hospital as a male nurse, and the 
Tribunal stressed the fact that it was to 
be in mental nursing. 

Why ? 

* 

Again, why should a young man such as 
Nevil Butterworth, an architect engaged in 
the preparation of drawings for the re- 
designing of Guy’s Hospital, be taken away 
from this kind of skilled work for which 
it is not easy to find a substitute, to place 
him for two years in forestry or land work, 
or in a hospital as an orderly, porter or 
stretcher bearer ? 

The explanation of the Tribunal in this 
instance was, “It is not quite fair to other 
people, If we are to make an exception 
for Guy’s Hospital, we might also have 
to make one for the Bank of England. 
Someone might think that this was as 
important as a hospital.” 

This type of redirection of labour is petty 
and stupid, 

Apart from the resultant loss to the State 
of skilled young men, this is a waste of 
humanitarian manpower of which there is 
already all tuo great an absence in our 
“ modern” society. 
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Advertisements 


TERMS : Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 2s. 6d. 
(Box No, Is. extra). Please don't send stamps in 
payment, except for odd pence, Address for Box No. 
replics : Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning, 

Whilst the policy of Peace News is not to restrict 
any concern or individual from advertising in these 
cotumns, it must be noted that we do not necessarily 
share the views nor the opinions of all our advertisers. 

MEETING 

§. PLACE ETHICAL SOC. Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Sa., W.C.1. Sunday, 11 a.m. June 23, Archibald 
Robertson, MA, ‘ Archacology and the Bibie”’ Adm. 
free. Free copy ‘* Monthly Record ** on request, 


EDUCATION IN CHANGING WORLD. Saturday, 
June 22, 2,30—6 p.m. Royal Society Health, 90 
Buckingham Palace Rd. S. Galin, MSc, ‘ Teacher's 
Role in Atomic Age.’”* Miss Eileen Fletcher, ‘* Colour 
Bar in Education.” Open Conference organised by 
Teachers for Peace, 


ACCOMMODATION 


FURNISHED FLAT required by male vegetarian, 
33. South London area. Box No. 736. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS sought. Cooking faci- 
lities. Phone London MOUntview 9832. 


HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly good food 
to visitors and permanent guests. CANonbury 1349, 
Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk., N.5. 


PROPERTY BUYING AND SELLING? _ For 
immediate confidential attention, contact Parsons asd 
Co. TUL, 3052. Sales of modern property effected 
in three days. 


FOR SALE 


TWO-STOREY HOUSE in N.W. London, as two 
flats, facing Park. Bathroom and _ separate kitchens. 
Earty entry. Box No. 734, 


LITERATURE 


ARE YOU INTERESTED in the Humanist approach 
to ethical and religious problems of personal and social 
fife? Write South Place Ethical Society, Red Lion Sq., 
W.C.1. Copy ‘‘ Monthly Record '* on request. 

BOOKS of EVERY DESCRIPTION are available 
from Housmans Bookshop. Profits on sales help Peace 
News. Why not order all your books from Housmans, 
3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature respectiag 
the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the Friends’ Home 
Service Cttee., Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 


PERSONAL 

FOUR MOVEMENTS AND A CODA for viola and 
piano by James Stevens, BBC Third, June 25, 6.20 
p.m. Copies 12s. 6d.. post free, from King Watts 
& Co., 137 Ballards Lanc, London, N.3, 

PROPERTY REPAIRS, Conversions, New Houses, 
Industrial Developments and building work of all types 
efficiently carried out by Parsons and Co, ‘Phone 
TUL. 3052 for immediate attention and free estimate. 

THB WORLD League Against Vivisection oppose 
all_cruclties in food, dress, amusement and medicine. 
‘“‘The Animals’ Champion” free on request. 42 
Aberdeen Rd., London, N.5. 

WARFARE INSIDE YOU? Get peaceful and 
think peacefully. It works wonders! Sympathetic and 
experienced guidance. Box No. 735, 

WAR RESISTERS’ International welcomes gifts of 
foreign stamps and undamaged air mail covers. Please 
send to WRI, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 

WE CAN HELP YOU. Use these columns to 
advertise your services, sell your products and seek 
your needs. Write to the Advertisement Manager, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

WHAT ARE YOUR commercial and _ personal 
stationery needs ? HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT. 
can deal with them. Plain postcards, 2s. 10d, per 
100 ; white envelopes 6 x 3} ins., 21s. per 1,000 box; 
manilla, 14s. 6d. per 1,000 box; white bank paper 
10 x 8 ins., 9s. per 500 sheets; newswrappers 10 x 
5 in., 19s, per 1,000, 2s, 3d. per 100; plain economy 
labels 44 x 32 in., 14s. 6d. per 1,000, 1s. 8d. per 108. 
All post free. Harley Bond Writing Pads, etc., from 
6d. cach, postage extra. Al! profits to Peace News, 
Write or call HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT., 3 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE IS OPEN up to 9 p.m. 
every Wednesday evening for the sale of books and 
Stationery, and for voluntary help with the despatch 
of Peace News. Visitors welcomed. (Mon. to Fri. 
8.30 a.m, to 5.30 p.m.) 3 Blackstack Rd. (above Fish 
and Cook, statieners), Finsbury Park (near sta.), N.4. 


Shorthand-typist wanted . 
PEACE NEWS STAFF. A competent 


shorthand typist and general office assist- 


ant urgently required for the circulation, 
advertising and business side of Peace 


News. Adequate wage, three weeks’ 
annual holiday, 1957 holiday arrange- 
ments allowed if possible, Please write, 
The Manager, Peace News Ltd., 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. 


HOLIDAYS 


BLUB IDOL, Coolham, Horsham, Sussex. Historic 
16th century house, associated William Penn, Fully 
modermised, good food, beautiful surroundings. 
Cootham 241, 

BOURNEMOUTH (Boscombe). Friendly comfert- 
able private hotel, near sea. Ordinary and vegetarian 
food. Norah Bailey, Court Green, Glen Rd. Tel. 
Boscombe 33621. 

CARDIGAN BAY. Sea and Mountains. Vegetarian 
Guest House in National Park, 6 gns. Trevor and 
Mary Jepson, Brackenhurst, Fairbourne (Tel. 226) 
Merioneth. 

KESWICK— Visit Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, 
The Heads, for the holiday of your choice. Good 
centre for restful or energetic holidays. Good food. 
Friendly atmosphere. Anne Horner. ’Phone 508, 

NORTH WALES. Veactarian guest house, nr, 
mountains ard sea. Lovely woodland garden. Brochure 
from Jeannie and George Lake, Plas-y-Coed, Penmaen 
Park, Lianfairfechan. Tel. 161. 


CHAPLAIN’S GUIDE 


“The Chaplain's Guide to Conscientious Objection 
in the Armed Forces "' is a new pamphlet which has 
been compiled by the Central! Board for Conscientious 
objectors (6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1). Intended 
for chaplains whose help is sought by servicemen wha 
are unable to reconcile their military dutics with their 
consciences, it was sent to the chicf chaplains of the 
Armed Forces. Only the Chaplain of the Fleet 
accepted a few cnpies, whitst the Army and Royal Air 
Force chaplains thought that sufficient information on 
the subject was to be found in official documents. 


10—PEACE NEWS—June 21, 1957 


St. Pancras refuses C.D. 


“Tt was an enthusiastic meeting,” Coun- 
cillor Goldshill told Carlton Hardy, our 
reporter, ‘Only a few people disagreed 
with the councillors. The majority of the 
ordinary people are supporting us,” he said. 


Carlton Hardy has prepared especially for 
Peace News the following report of the 
background to this controversy : 

Just over a month ago the St. Pancras 
Council decided to accept the recommen- 
dation of its General Purposes Committee 
to end Civil Defence. The voting was then 
33 votes in favour and 22 Conservative votes 
against. 


HOME OFFICE LETTER 


At a further meeting, Mr. M. T. Dono- 
van, leader of the Conservative opposition, 
moved that the earlier decision should be 
rescinded. 

Despite the Home Office warning that 
the Council would have to pay the whole 
cost of Civil Defence—about £7,000— 
instead of £1,844 (the Government pays 
the balance), and with the knowledge that 
the councillors might be personally 
charged with the bill, the councillors, by 
40 votes to 23, again decided to adopt 
the recommendation of their General 
Purposes Committee. 

The Council decided to discontinue all 
its Civil Defence activities in the Borough 
from June 1. 

They intended to absorb the permanent 
Civil Defence staff into other Council 
departments, and they are now employed 
full time on road safety. 

They wished to hand over all Civil 
Defence properties to the Housing Depart- 
ment, The Civil Defence headquarters 
could be converted into four flats to help 
St. Pancras’ very acute housing problem. 

The Home Office had told the Council, 
in a letter of April 25, that Civil Defence 
was a necessary part of the defence plan 
and stating that: 

“The White Paper makes it more than 
ever clear that the overriding consideration 
must be to prevent war and that the only 
existing safeguard against major aggression 
is to establish an effective deterrent through 
the power to threaten retaliation with nuclear 
weapons.” 

The Government was satisfied that in the 
event of war, advance preparations for Civil 
Defence would save very many lives and 
help to “ preserve the structure of organised 


society.” 
COUNCIL’S REPLY 


In a letter. replying to the Home Office, 
the General Purposes Committee said : 

“The last two wars were each preceded 
by fierce competition in arms manufacture, 
accompanied hy protestations on all sides 
that the object was simply to deter aggres- 
sion and prevent war. 

“Thus were the people deceived and 
millions of dead in all countries bear wit- 
ness to the futility of such a policy. 

“As public representatives of the 
people, we have no right to beligve, or 
cause others to believe, that an arms race 
in this nuclear age would have any other 
result—except that the scale of mass 
slaughter and suffering would be even 
greater.” 

The councillors were of the opinion that 
the Government’s Suez action and the 
recently concluded agreement with the USA 
allowing the establishment of thermo- 
nuclear bases in this country under 
American control, undermined confidence 
in Britain’s deterrent powers. 

Britain would provide an immediate tar- 
get if the United States was involved with 
Russia anywhere in the world, even if the 
British Government was not involved, the 
letter said. 

The Council asked the Government to 
remove foreign bases from Britain and 
follow a neutral policy between two major 


YOUNG QUAKERS FOR MOSCOW 


A statement released to the Press this 
week by Young Quakers going to the 
Moscow Youth Festival will be printed in 
Peace News next week. 

Reg‘d aS a newspaper Entered as second-class mattet 
at post office, Roastan. USA. Published from 1 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, by Peace News [ta 


Printed by Fish & Cook Ltd. (T.U.), 135 Fonthin 
Rd., N.4. 
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world powers, end the manufacture and 
testing of thermo-nuclear weapons and, by 
example, endeavour to persuade other 
nations to do likewise. 


Unless the Government did this, the 
Council’s letter concluded, Civil Defence 
preparations would simply be war prepara- 
tions and they cannot participate in them. 

At a Council meeting on May 1, the 
Labour majority carried the vote in favour 
of discontinuing Civil Defence from June 1! 
against total opposition from the Conserva- 
tive minority. 

The Home Secretary warned the Council 
that he might exercise his powers to dis- 
charge Civil Defence functions at the 
expense of the Council or appoint some 
other authority or person to do so. 

When Coventry discontinued Civil 
Defence, the Home Office haggled for 
some months before taking over, but they 
gave St. Pancras merely 24 hours’ notice 
before moving in. 


SCRUBS OR PENTORVILLE 


Mr. A. R. Beaumont was appointed by 
the Home Office to direct Civil Defence in 
St. Pancras. Mr, Beaumont is Assistant 
Regional Director of Civil Defence for 
London Region. 

Councillor John Lawrence, who has not 
spared himself in the struggle, handcuffed 
himself to the gates of the Civil Defence 
headquarters just before the takeover. 
For an hour he appealed to the crowd 
to support the Council’s protest, then the 
police came and cut him free. 

Other councillors paraded in the vicinity. 
If you ask the councillors what they will do 
when the £7,000 bill comes in, they smile. 

Councillor Lawrence said, “If we don’t 
pay it, the Government comes and takes 
it out of us somehow. But as we haven't 
got much which can be taken out of us, 
presumably we shall go to the Scrubs or 
Pentonville.” 

Coventry held out for a year, but St. 
Pancras councillors hope to improve on 
that. 

They also hope their action will 
encourage other local authorities to fol- 
low the same course. 

Support has come from six Trade Union 
branches, the local Labour Party and the 
Trades Council, and is still coming in. 

The councillors are not prepared to 
reveal their future plans, but obviously the 
last has not been heard of their refusal to 
carry out Civil Defence duties. 


HE din of the Super Sabres, the 
world’s first aircraft ““ known to be 
capable of supersonic speed in level or 
climbing flight” is likened by the Daily 
Telegraph Correspondent to “ having a 
steam engine in one’s back garden.” 

Anyone who has been in a railway station 
when a prolonged blast of escaping steam 
has suddenly assailed their ears, knows 
something of the actual pain of too violent 
a noise. 

Most of us know the noise of jet aircraft 
at some considerable distance from our 
“back garden”, but nevertheless have a dim 
conception of the almost agonising noise 
which must be part of the day and night 
activities of the Wethersfield Air Base. 

These American’ bases in Britain are 
alleged to be an absolute necessity in order 
to repel the Russian intention to dominate 
the world with Communism. 

This is the real implication of these high- 
sounding words “the price of freedom.” 
In order to be free of this alleged threat of 
domination, we must accept among other 
things, the “invasion” of our country by 
some fifteen or sixteen American Air Bases, 
thereby rendering Great Britain the first 
and most likely target should there be a 
third world war. 

Those who live in the villages now 
afflicted with such appalling and terrifying 
din, may perhaps wonder a little about this 
miraculous “ freedom ” for which they must 
learn, and teach their children, to live 
under a daily ear-splitting menace of sten- 
torian sound. 

It would, however, secm that they had no 
freedom to object, either to the establish- 
ment of the bases. nor to the situation with 
which they are now told they are expected 
to live; a situation that involves not only 
the suffering of continual and excessive 
noise, but of being the chief target in a 
nuclear weapon war. 

If this is the price to be paid for freedom 


By Sybil Morrison 


WHAT PRICE FREEDOM? 


Twenty-thousand people from surrounding villages (Wethersfield, Essex) 
have been invited to an air disp'ay at USAF 20th Fighter Wing Headquarters. 
Each guest as he enters the base will be handed a special leaflet. It points out 
that everything is being done to minimise noise. 


Until the time, however, when scientists are able to build noise suppressors 
into the jet engine, we will all have to live with the situation to some extent. 
We hope you will regard this noise that we are unable to prevent as part of the 
price of freedom which we all pay in this age. 

—USAF Leaflet: “Introducing the Super-Sabre to Britain”. 


—Daily Telegraph, June 14, 1957. 


it is freedom for others, not for the people 
of Great Britain, unless the freedom to die 
in the holocaust is now to be added as a 
fifth freedom to those already announced as 
essential to our democracy. 


Freedom to destroy the world is not 
what the ordinary people who inhabit 
this planet desire, but they are apathetic 
simply because they are conditioned by 
incessant propaganda designed to make 
them accept that their Government knows 
best, and that nuclear weapons, so long 
as both sides have enough of them, will 
never be used. 


The fact that if neither side possessed 
them it would be absolutely certain that 
there could not be a nuclear war, is an idea 
that, because it is not presented to them, 
does not make any impact except upon a 
few. 


For those few, those of a different 
calibre, who despite all the conditioning are 
conscious of the extraordinary dangers in- 
volved; and for those in revolt against 
compulsion to use this monstrous and im- 
moral method, there is very little freedom 
to exercise influence, 

Peace demonstrations and mectings are 
met with the iron curtain of Press boycott; 
the bland and debonair Mr, Macmillan 
always has the answers, but never hears the 
question: Are we, or are we not, our 
brother’s keeper? 

To rely upon the scientific ability to des- 
troy by the most dreadful violence and 
deadly disease our fellow human beings, 
is indeed too big a price to pay for any- 
thing, let alone a spurious freedom. 

Yet, even above the crash of breaking 
the sound barrier, the “still small voice” of 
conscience can be heard. The price of free- 
dom to build a new world and not to des- 
troy it, to live and not to kill, is the price 
of repentance. When we are ready to pay 
it we shall have gained, not only freedom, 
but peace. 


“Peace News must show the way” = Vera Brittain 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 

[THE twenty - first anniversary of 

Peace News was celebrated by a 
large number of supporters meeting at 
Friends’ House, London, on June 6. 
The crowd included Editors, Directors, 
staff, contributors, sellers and office 
volunteers as well as readers. 

The first Editor and founder of Peace 
News, Humphrey Moore declared, quoting 
from the first issue, that Peace News had 
come into the world in 1936 with a mes- 
sage for the nation, nothing less than the 
nation, and to save the world, and nothing 
less than the world. 

The “infant” had survived all attempts 
to “do him in.” 

“At the tender age of seven, he was 
calling to this country to give up its policy 
of unconditional surrender; at nine .. . 
pointing the way to a positive peace. He 
is alive today. He has never been more 
alive.” 

Sybil Morrison, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of Peace News and newly 
elected National Chairman of the Peace 
Pledge Union, presided at the meeting. She 
said that it had also been 21 years since 
she joined the Peace Pledge Union; as 
soon as- women were allowed to do so. 
“Pacifism is the most important thing in 
my life,” she declared. 

This is the twenty-first anniversary 
of the only pacifist weekly newspaper in 
existence : an inspiratidn not only to this 
country but to other countries,” she 
added. 

Dr. Donald Soper, well-known minister 
of Kingsway Hall Mission, London, de- 
clared, “I have read Peace News in many 


parts of the world . . . and have seen how 
many people are influenced by it and what 
it says.” 

“Peace News is a necessary part of 
the peace movement,” Dr. Soper 
affirmed. It has a “ peculiar significance ” 
and “without it the whole movement 
would to some extent become impover- 
ished.” 


Stuart Morris, General Secretary of the 
Peace Pledge Union, spoke of the relation- 
ship of Peace News had with the PPU 
He described Peace News as “this gallant 
venture.” 

“In offices that are inadequate and a 
staff that is not large enough,” it is “an 
illustration of what ordinary men and 
women can do if they have the courage 
and determination.” 

He declared that Peace News “ increas- 
ingly publishes material which may well 
lead to the adoption of unilateral disarma- 
ment by the British Government.” 

Ce eae 

Max Parker, Secretary of the British 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, declared that 
he relied on Peace News to guide his own 
pacifist thinking. 

Arlo Tatum, General Secretary of the 
War Resisters’ International, spoke of 
Peace News’ contribution to the inter- 
national pacifist movement. 

The Mayor of Stoke Newington, the 
borough in which the Peace News office is 
situated, spoke highly of Hugh Brock, the 
Editor, who is also her colleague on the 
Borough Council. “J wish you every suc- 
cess in your struggle,” she said, 


Long applause greeted the singing of 


Eric Rees and the playing of Frank Mer- 
rick, well-known pianist, imprisoned as a 
conscientious objec or during World War }. 

Vera Brittain, author, novelist and Peace 
News Joint Treasurer and Director, paid 
tribute to all the past Editors of Peace 
News: Humphrey Moore, John Middleton 


Murry, Frank Lea, Bernard Boothroyd, 
and J. Allen Skinner, 
Hugh Brock became Editor “ in the 


most important historic moment that Peace 
News has ever known.” He coincided with 
the H-bomb, she said, amid laughter. She 
called the H-bomb “the biggest threat to 
human survival we have known to date.” 
“It falls to this generation to decide 
whether the human race is going to sur- 
vive,” Vera Brittain warned. “It falls to 

a small group of dedicated people to 

lead the Government and public opinion 

out of this morass of darkness leading 
to mass suicide. Peace News must show 
the way,” she said. 

Speaking as Joint-Treasurer, she said that 
money was needed for Peace News to give 
this lead. Enlarged premises were essential 
to expansion of he paper,” she added. 

She hoped ‘that the sale of her book 
“Testament of Experience,” being pub- 
lished this week, would be such as to enable 
her to give a lead in this direction. One or 
two really big sums are needed, she said. 

Hugh Brock, Editor, gave the final 
speech. He declared that the four surviv- 
ing Editors “are absolutely by my side 
in this job.” 

The paper had changed with the chang- 
ing times. It had expanded from a small 
organisational paper to one serving the 
whole pacifist movement in Britain, and 
had attained international status. 
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